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On	December	20,	a	policeman	shot	
dead	in	broad-daylight	a	mother	and	
her	son.	The	mother	was	shot	twice.	
The	first	was	shot	while	she	was	
embracing	her	to	keep	him	from	the	
policeman.	The	second	was	made	
when	she	already	fell	on	the	ground.		

	It	was	merciless.	It	was	not	just	
heartbreaking,	but	it	was	evil.	The	
police	officer	without	any	emoDon	of	
fear	and	doubts,	shot	them	dead	in	
the	presence	of	her	daughter	and	of	
people.	

This	is	an	image	of	our	world	in	
darkness.	Indeed,	the	world	is	not	just	
darkened	by	the	recent	natural	
calamiDes,	of	typhoons	and	floods	
that	affected	millions	of	our	brothers	and	sisters.	
The	world	is	not	just	darkened	by	this	long	and	
Dring	health	and	economic	restricDons	brought	by	
our	fear	of	covid-19	pandemic.	

Our	world	and	the	hearts	of	others	are	also	
gloomed	by	anger,	by	hatred,	by	violence,	by	
indifference,	by	evil.	The	world	is	also	gloomed	by	
the	desire	to	have	power,	to	gain	control	and	
manipulaDons,	to	be	above	others.	the	world	is	also	
gloomed	by	our	dishonest	and	selfish	leaders,	by	
our	unjust	pracDces,	by	our	hate	speech,	by	our	
fanaDcism,	by	our	support	of	the	corrupt,	by	our	
blind	obedience	of	the	violent.	

	Yet,	this	is	the	very	world	and	the	very	hearts	as	
well	that	God	chose	and	conDnues	to	choose	again	
to	be	born.		

The	world	may	be	darkened	by	our	tragic	
experiences	this	year	and	gloomed	by	our	individual	
and	collecDve	sins;	the	world	may	be	darkened	by	
our	painful	and	sorrowful	experiences	and	gloomed	
by	indifference	and	violence	perpetrated	by	many	of	
us,	directly	and	indirectly,	God	sDll	choose	to	bring	

the	light,	to	give	us	the	grace	and	to	grant	us	his	
salvaDon.	

Tonight,	this	is	what	God	wants	to	remind	us.	In	the	
first	reading	the	prophet	proclaims	the	coming	of	
the	light	because	those	of	walked	in	darkness	will	
see	a	great	light	and	those	who	dwelt	in	the	land	of	
gloom,	a	light	will	shine.	Paul	in	his	leNer	to	Titus	
tells	us,	“God	reveals	his	grace	of	salva0on	to	all	
peoples.”	God’s	promise	is	fulfilled	because	God	is	
faithful.	

And	in	the	prophecy	of	Isaiah,	God	casts	away	the	
darkness	and	land	of	gloom.	But	what	is	this	
darkness	and	land	of	gloom?		

It	is	our	sin	and	guilt.	It	is	our	pain	and	sorrow.	It	is	
our	growing	indifference	and	hatred.	It	is	our	
difficult	and	overwhelming	situaDon	whatever	they	
may	be.	Just	look	around.	Darkness	is	around	us.	We	
may	not	be	aware	of	it	because	we	have	become	so	
used	to	it.	However,	God	has	come	to	us	to	bring	
light	and	salvaDon.	Indeed,	light	is	hope.	It	is	God’s	
forgiveness.	It	is	mercy.	It	is	freedom.	It	is	the	
fullness	of	life.	
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God	will	destroy	the	yoke	on	our	shoulders	that	
burdened	us.	This	is	the	yoke	of	slavery	from	sin	
and	evil.	God	destroys	them	not	by	violence	but	
through	the	gentleness	of	God’s	own	yoke	of	
friendship,	of	companionship.	Remember,	Jesus	
has	offered	us	to	take	his	yoke.	

God	will	also	smash	the	rod	of	the	taskmaster.	This	
is	the	rod	of	our	selfish	desires.	These	shall	be	
smashed	by	the	Lord	not	through	anger	and	hatred	
but	through	God’s	giZ	of	peace	and	mercy.	

Isaiah	tells	us	that	a	child	is	born	to	us,	a	son	is	
given	us.	He	is	Wonder-Counselor,	God-Hero,	
Father-Forever,	Prince	of	Peace.	The	birth	of	this	
child	tells	us	the	situaDon	of	the	world	and	of	our	
hearts.		

The	child	was	born	at	midnight	and	it	was	dark.	He	
was	laid	in	a	manger	because	there	was	NO	ROOM	
in	the	inn.	No	one	offered	them	a	comfortable	and	
respectable	place	where	Mary	could	deliver	her	
baby.	Joseph	could	not	even	find	a	regular	bed	but	
found	a	manger.	No	one	offered	a	place	for	the	
baby	to	rest.	

	And	do	we	think	that	this	was	such	a	happy	
situaDon	to	witness?	Do	we	not	feel	the	
indifference	of	the	people	around	them?	Do	we	
not	feel	those	cold	hearts	who	did	not	care	that	a	
pregnant	woman	was	about	to	deliver	her	first	
baby?	Do	we	not	feel	these	at	all?	Something	must	
be	wrong	with	us!	

	Those	cold	hearts	and	indifferent	people	who	did	
not	care	at	all,	they	remained	in	darkness	and	did	
not	recognize	that	God	was	among	them,	that	God	
was	there.	Their	hearts	must	be	so	dark	that	even	
though	it	was	God	who	has	come	near	to	them,	
yet,	they	could	not	offer	him	a	room.	This	is	an	
expression	of	the	unwelcoming	a`tude	of	the	
darkness	in	us.	

However,	despite	this	rejecDon	and	indifference,	
God	finds	a	way	to	let	us	know	that	He	is	with	us.	
This	light	found	its	way	in	a	“manger.”	God	was	
born	and	was	laid	in	a	manger	–	poor,	humble	and	
unadorned.	Light,	certainly,	finds	a	way	to	illumine	
the	world	and	our	hearts.	God,	indeed,	finds	a	way	
to	give	Himself	to	an	unwelcoming	world	and	
unwelcoming	heart.	

	And	to	whom	did	he	proclaim	his	birth?	TO	THE	
SHEPHERDS!	To	the	stateless,	insignificant,	
nameless,	unimportant,	abandoned,	unrecognized	
and	poor	shepherds	of	Bethlehem.	

They	were	the	first	ones	to	receive	the	giZ	of	light,	
the	humble	and	the	underprivileged.	This	is	God’s	
statement	that	God	is	for	the	abandoned	and	for	
the	forgoNen,	whose	lives	have	been	darkened	by	
those	who	were	indifferent.		

Though,	Jesus	was	born	about	two	thousand	years	
ago,	yet,	he	is	reborn	in	us	when	we	allow	our	dark	
guilt	and	sin	to	be	accepted,	confronted	and	
forgiven;	when	we	allow	our	painful	and	traumaDc	
experiences	become	ways	for	us	to	discover	hope	
and	freedom;	when	we	recognize	that	we	need	the	
Lord	and	his	giZ	of	salvaDon;	when	we	stop	being	
indifferent	and	begin	to	care	and	to	show	genuine	
concern;	and	when	we	are	able	to	recognize	that	
we	are	all	brothers	and	sisters	in	need	of	love	and	
mercy.	

	Christmas	happens	every	day	because	God	comes	
to	visit	us	every	day.	Let	his	light	dispel	the	
darkness	in	us	now.	Let	his	peace	dispel	our	fear	
now.	Let	his	light	cast	away	our	selfishness	and	evil	
desires	now.	Let	his	peace	cast	away	our	anger	and	
hatred	now.	Hinaut	pa.	

	Jom	Baring,	CSsR	

INTRODUCTION 

Christ the Lord, our Savior, is born!  

A wonderful and blessed evening, sisters and 
brothers. We are all gathered today to 
celebrate joyfully the birth of Jesus. God fills 
us with his grace. God is indeed faithful. 

Let us rejoice and sing praises to the Prince of 
Peace. 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
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Let us all rejoice in the Lord, for our Savior has 
been born in the world. today true peace has 
come down to us from heaven.  

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 

PENITENTIAL ACT

Gloria is sung or recited. 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace to people of good will. We praise 
you, we bless you, we adore you, we 
glorify you, we give you thanks for your 
great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O 
God, Almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Begotten son, Lord God, lamb of God, 
son of the Father, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us; you take 
away the sins of the world, receive our 
prayer; you are seated at the right hand of 
the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone 
are the holy one, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 

COLLECT 

Let us pray. (pause) 

O GOD, who have made this most 
sacred night radiant with the splendor 
of the true light, grant, we pray, that 
we, who have known the mysteries of 
his light on earth, may also delight in 
his gladness in heaven.  

Who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the holy spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. 

FIRST READING 

A Reading from the Book of Prophet Isaiah 
(9:1-6) 

The people who walked in darkness have 
seen a great light; upon those who dwelt in 
the land of gloom a light has shone. You have 
brought them abundant joy and great 
rejoicing, as they rejoice before you as at the 
harvest, as people make merry when dividing 
spoils. 

For the yoke that burdened them, the pole on 
their shoulder, and the rod of their taskmaster 
you have smashed, as on the day of Midian. 
For every boot that tramped in battle, every 
cloak rolled in blood, will be burned as fuel 
for flames. For a child is born to us, a son is 
given us; upon his shoulder dominion rests. 
They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-
Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace. His 
dominion is vast and forever peaceful, from 
David’s throne, and over his kingdom, which 
he confirms and sustains by judgment and 
justice, both now and forever. The zeal of the 
LORD of hosts will do this! 

The word of the Lord. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

96: 1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13 

TODAY IS BORN OUR SAVIOR, CHRIST THE 
LORD. 

Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the 
LORD, all you lands. Sing to the LORD; bless 
his name.(R.) 
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Announce his salvation, day after day. Tell his 
glory among the nations; among all peoples, 
his wondrous deeds. (R.) 

Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice; 
let the sea and what fills it resound; let the 
plains be joyful and all that is in them! Then 
shall all the trees of the forest exult. (R.) 

They shall exult before the LORD, for he 
comes; for he comes to rule the earth. He 
shall rule the world with justice and the 
peoples with his constancy. (R.) 

SECOND READING 

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to Titus 
(2:11-14) 

Beloved: 

The grace of God has appeared, saving all 
and training us to reject godless ways and 
worldly desires and to live temperately, justly, 
and devoutly in this age, as we await the 
blessed hope, the appearance of the glory of 
our great God and savior Jesus Christ, who 
gave himself for us to deliver us from all 
lawlessness and to cleanse for himself a 
people as his own, eager to do what is good. 

The word of the Lord. 

ALLELUIA 

Alleluia, alleluia. I proclaim to you good news 
of great joy: today a Savior is born for us, 

Christ the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. (Lk 2:10-11) 

GOSPEL READING 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according 
to Luke (2:1-14) 

In those days a decree went out from 
Caesar Augustus that the whole world 
should be enrolled. This was the first 
enrollment, when Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. So all went to be enrolled, each 
to his own town. And Joseph too went up 
from Galilee from the town of Nazareth 
to Judea, to the city of David that is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house 
and family of David, 
to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, 
who was with child. 
While they were there, 
the time came for her to have her child, 
and she gave birth to her firstborn son. 
She wrapped him in swaddling clothes 
and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no room for them in 
the inn. 

Now there were shepherds in that region 
living in the fields 
and keeping the night watch over their 
flock. The angel of the Lord appeared to 
them and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were struck with 
great fear. 
The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; 
for behold, I proclaim to you good news 
of great joy that will be for all the people. 
For today in the city of David 
a savior has been born for you who is 
Christ and Lord. And this will be a sign for 
you: you will find an infant wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” 
And suddenly there was a multitude of 
the heavenly host with the angel, 
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praising God and saying: 
“Glory to God in the highest 
and on earth peace to those on whom his 
favor rests.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Homily 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only son, 

our Lord,

all kneel at the words and by the holy Spirit was 
incarnate.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he 
descended into hell; on the third day he rose again 

from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the 

dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

P: Almighty Father, our savior and redeemer 
is born. Your presence is manifested fully 
through the Babe of Bethlehem. Through this 
grace allow our prayers to touch now your 
generous heart. 

HEAR US, PRINCE OF PEACE. 

1. For Pope Francis, our bishops and priests, 
that the office of their ministry may always 
become an instrument of promoting peace to 
all peoples and cultures. We pray. 

2. For our country and our government 
leaders, that through their honest service to 
the people, they may bring healing and 
justice not corruption and violence. We pray. 

3. For all the unborn and the newly born 
babies that they may be filled with love and 
affection by their parents and people around 
the. We pray. 

4. For all of us that we may always give a 
room for the Lord in our hearts, to allow his 
light shine upon us so that we may receive 
fully his gift of peace. We pray. 

5.  For all  the faithful departed, that the light 
of the Lord will shine on them and his peace 
be granted unto them. We pray. 

P: Our Father-Forever, give us now the light 
to our darkened hearts that we may have the 
freedom and peace that you bring through 
the birth of your Son, our Lord and savior.  
Amen. 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

May the oblation of this day’s feast be 
pleasing to you, O LORD, we pray, that 
through this most holy exchange we 
may be found in the likeness of Christ, 
in whom our nature is united to you. 

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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PREFACE I, II or III of the Nativity of 
the Lord 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

Word became flesh, and we have seen his 
glory.  (Jn 1: 14) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. (pause) 

Grant us, we pray, O LORD our GOD, 
that we, who are gladdened by 
participation in the feast of our 
Redeemer’s nativity, may through an 
honorable way of life become worthy 
of union with him. 

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

FINAL BLESSING

Bow down for the blessing.

May The God of infinite goodness,
who by the incarnation of his son has 
driven darkness from the world and by that 
glorious Birth has illumined this most holy 
night, drive far from you the darkness of 
vice and illumine your hearts with the light 
of virtue.
R. Amen.
May God, who willed that the great joy of 
his son’s saving Birth be announced to 
shepherds by the angel, fill your minds 
with the gladness he gives and make you 
heralds of his Gospel.

R. Amen.

And may God, who by the incarnation
brought together the earthly and heavenly 
realm, fill you with the gift of his peace and 
favor and make you sharers with the 
Church in heaven. 
R. Amen.

And may the blessing of Almighty God,
the Father, and the Son, X and the Holy 
Spirit, come down on you and remain with 
you for ever. 
R. Amen.

The Mass has been offered. Go in 
peace.
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