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Our	trauma(c	experiences,	unexpected	and	painful	
events	that	have	happened	in	our	life	could	be	our	
heavy	reasons	to	retreat	into	sadness	and	
despera(on.	Some(mes,	we	could	not	help	it	
because	what	has	occurred	to	us	was	just	too	much	
to	bear,	and	too	overwhelming.	Such	experience	can	
be	likened	to	darkness	where	every	gleam	of	the	
light	of	joy	and	comfort	was	deprived	from	us.	

However,	there	are	many	of	us	also	who	despite	
those	painful,	trauma(c	and	heartbreaking	
experiences	in	their	life,	they	persisted	to	hope	
again	and	too	see	something	beyond	the	darkness	
that	had	befallen	into	their	life.	

For	us	to	have	a	beAer	understanding	on	this	and	a	
beAer	realiza(on	on	the	wonder	of	seeing	beyond	
darkness	and	hoping	beyond	pain	and	sadness,	let	
us	rediscover	God’s	invita(on	for	us	today	and	see	
how	the	three	gi(s	of	presence,	of	light	and	of	life	
were	slowly	being	unboxed	in	today’s	readings.	

In	the	Second	Book	of	Samuel,	the	prophet	
proclaimed	the	gi(	of	presence	to	be	given	to	

David.	David	who	thought	that	he	should	build	a	
house	for	God,	was	promised	by	the	Lord	to	be	
given	a	house	that	will	last	forever.		This	is	the	
covenant	so	dear	to	the	people	because	God	will	be	
a	father.	

Besides,	the	Psalm	also	expressed	a	similar	hope.	
Because	of	the	suffering	endured	by	the	people	of	
this	(me,	they	longed	to	that	promise	of	God	who	
shall	show	an	everlas(ng	kindness.	What	kept	them	
hopeful	was	their	confidence	in	God’s	faithfulness	
because	God	is	our	Father.	This	confidence	in	God	as	
Father,	is	the	giN	of	the	presence	of	God	being	
unboxed	slowly	throughout	the	history	of	Israel.		

	In	the	Gospel	of	Luke,	what	has	been	
proclaimed	to	us	today	is	the	Song	of	
Zechariah.	Remember,	before	he	was	
able	to	sing	this,	Zechariah	was	muted	by	
God.	Because	of	his	unbelief	to	God’s	giN	
to	him,	Zechariah	was	silenced.	He	did	
not	listen	and	believe	in	God’s	revela(on.	

Remember	again,	Zechariah’s	unbelieving	
response	was	a	biAer	reac(on	to	God.	
Zechariah	must	have	believed	that	God	
had	forgoAen	him	and	abandoned	him.	
The	shame	that	he	endured	for	being	
childless	for	many	years	must	have	
brought	him	to	hopelessness.	He	forgot	
that	God	was	faithful.	Yet,	despite	this	
reac(on	of	Zechariah	towards	the	giN	of	
God,	John	was	given	to	him	and	to	his	
wife.	The	birth	of	John,	was	a	gi(	of	
light.	The	dark	shame	and	guilt	of	

Zechariah	was	removed	because	of	this	giN	of	light.	
John	was	a	light	to	him	and	to	people	who	came	to	
be	bap(zed	by	John.	John	also	led	people	to	see	the	
true	light.	John	as	the	prophet	of	the	Most	High,	
himself	unboxed	the	giN	of	light	for	people	to	see	
and	be	illuminated.	He	unboxed	that	giN	through	his	
preaching	of	the	coming	of	the	Messiah,	the	Lamb	
of	God	who	was	in	their	midst.	
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This	is	how	Zechariah	recalled	the	covenant	of	God	
and	the	fulfillment	of	the	promise	of	a	mighty	
Savior.	In	his	song,	he	also	recounted	how	his	eyes	
have	seen	clearly	that	promise	being	unfolded	
through	the	birth	of	his	son.	John	will	go	before	the	
Lord	to	prepare	his	way,	to	give	knowledge	of	
salva(on	by	the	forgiveness	of	sins.	The	song	of	
Zechariah	itself	is	the	unboxing	of	the	gi(	of	life.	

The	Song	of	Zechariah	proclaims	to	us	the	
abundance	of	life	coming	into	us	now	and	that	we	
too,	each	of	us,	is	unboxing	this	giN	of	life.		

With	all	of	these,	how	do	we	unbox	the	giNs	given	
to	us	by	the	Lord?	

	We	unbox	the	giN	of	presence	of	God	by	becoming	
confident	in	God’s	presence.	Both	the	Second	Book	
of	Samuel	and	the	Psalm	tell	us	that	God	is	our	
Father.	Take	confidence	in	this.	It	is	because	that	
God	is	a	Father	to	us,	God	will	always	be	for	us.	We	
may	have	not	so	nice	experiences	with	our	earthly	
fathers,	but	God	as	our	Father,	will	never	hurt	and	
will	never	leave	us.	

We	unbox	the	giN	of	light	when	we	also	accept	and	
confront	our	own	blindness	and	our	own	darkness.	
Like	Zechariah,	he	was	confronted	by	the	Angel	of	
his	unbelief.	Let	us	also	confront	ourselves	and	
challenge	ourselves	not	to	succumb	to	what	is	dark	
and	to	what	is	evil.	Only	then,	also	that	we	will	be	
able	to	confront	the	darkness	and	the	evil	around	
us	when	we	are	confident	that	we	have	unboxed	
the	giN	of	light,	who	is	Jesus.	

We	also	unbox	the	giN	of	life	when	we	learn	to	
embrace	the	beauty	and	the	wonder	of	every	form	
of	life.	God	is	about	to	be	born	like	us,	and	God	
chooses	to	be	born	because	God	is	life	and	God	is	
for	life.	When	we	learn	to	show	respect	to	all	life,	
cherish	all	life	and	protect	all	life,	then	we	unbox	
this	giN	and	be	giNed	with	eternal	life.		

The	giNs	of	presence,	of	light	and	life	is	Jesus	
himself.	Remember	that.	Hinaut	pa.	

	Jom	Baring,	CSsR	

INTRODUCTION 

The Lord is near! Let us all rejoice. A blessed 
morning brothers and sister. 

We are now on the ninth day of our Misa de 
Aguinaldo. Our long wait of the birth of the 
Messiah and Lord is coming to an end. Thus, 
we grateful and joyful hearts, we now rise and 
sing our praises to God, who is with us. 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Behold, when the fullness of time had come, God 
sent his Son into the world.  (cf Gal 4:4) 

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 

PENITENTIAL ACT

Gloria is sung or recited. 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace to people of good will. We praise 
you, we bless you, we adore you, we 
glorify you, we give you thanks for your 
great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O 
God, Almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Begotten son, Lord God, lamb of God, 
son of the Father, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us; you take 
away the sins of the world, receive our 
prayer; you are seated at the right hand of 
the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone 
are the holy one, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 
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COLLECT 

Let us pray. (pause) 

Come quickly, Lord Jesus, do not 
delay! We entrust ourselves to your 
love: strengthen us by your coming 
and raise us up, you who live and reign 
with the Father in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

FIRST READING 

A Reading from the Second Book of 
Samuel (2 SM 7:1-5, 8B-12, 14A, 16 ) 

When King David was settled in his palace, 
and the LORD had given him rest from his 
enemies on every side, 
he said to Nathan the prophet, 
“Here I am living in a house of cedar, 
while the ark of God dwells in a tent!”  
Nathan answered the king, 
“Go, do whatever you have in mind, 
for the LORD is with you.”  
But that night the LORD spoke to Nathan and 
said: “Go, tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the 
LORD: Should you build me a house to dwell 
in? 

“‘It was I who took you from the pasture 
and from the care of the flock 
to be commander of my people Israel.  
I have been with you wherever you went, 
and I have destroyed all your enemies before 
you.  And I will make you famous like the 
great ones of the earth.  
I will fix a place for my people Israel; 
I will plant them so that they may dwell in 
their place without further disturbance. 
Neither shall the wicked continue to afflict 
them as they did of old, 

since the time I first appointed judges over 
my people Israel. 
I will give you rest from all your enemies.  
The LORD also reveals to you 
that he will establish a house for you.  
And when your time comes and you rest with 
your ancestors, I will raise up your heir after 
you, sprung from your loins, 
and I will make his Kingdom firm. 
I will be a father to him, 
and he shall be a son to me. 
Your house and your Kingdom shall endure 
forever before me; 
your throne shall stand firm forever.’” 

The word of the Lord. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 AND 29 

FOR EVER I WILL SING THE GOODNESS OF 
THE LORD. 

The favors of the LORD I will sing forever; 
through all generations my mouth shall 
proclaim your faithfulness. For you have said, 
“My kindness is established forever”; in 
heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness.
(R.) 

“I have made a covenant with my chosen one, 
I have sworn to David my servant: Forever will 
I confirm your posterity and establish your 
throne for all generations.” (R.) 

“He shall say of me, ‘You are my father, my 
God, the rock, my savior.’ Forever I will 
maintain my kindness toward him, and my 
covenant with him stands firm.” (R.) 

ALLELUIA 
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Alleluia, alleluia. O Radiant Dawn, splendor 
of eternal light, sun of justice: come and 

shine on those who dwell in darkness and in 
the shadow of death. Alleluia, alleluia. 

GOSPEL READING 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according 
to Luke (1:67-79) 

When Zechariah his father, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, prophesied, saying: 
“Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; 
for he has come to his people and set 
them free. He has raised up for us a 
mighty Savior, 
born of the house of his servant David. 
Through his prophets he promised of old 
that he would save us from our enemies, 
from the hands of all who hate us. 
He promised to show mercy to our fathers 
and to remember his holy covenant. 
This was the oath he swore to our father 
Abraham: to set us free from the hand of 
our enemies, free to worship him without 
fear, holy and righteous in his sight 
all the days of our life. 
You, my child, shall be called the prophet 
of the Most High, 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare 
his way, to give his people knowledge of 
salvation by the forgiveness of their sins. 
In the tender compassion of our God 
the dawn from on high shall break upon 
us, to shine on those who dwell in 
darkness and the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of 
peace.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Homily 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

P: Almighty Father, as we are about to 
celebrate the fullness of your presence 
through the birth of your Son, give us now the 
grace of joy by granting our prayers. For our 
every petition, let our response be. 

COME, LORD JESUS. 

1. For the Universal Church and our ministers, 
that they may proclaim God’s loving work on 
earth through their way of life and ministry. 
We pray. 

2. For our country, that our leaders may resist 
the temptation to become masters to be 
pleased, but that through their service, they 
may become instruments of honest and 
progressive governance. We pray. 

3. For all frontlines, doctors and nurses that 
may always find strength and comfort as they 
continue to help our community to overcome 
the pandemic. We pray. 

4. For all of us gathered today on this ninth 
day of Misa de Aguinaldo, that  we will be 
transformed into the likeness of Christ. We 
pray. 

5.  For all  the faithful departed, that through 
their friendship with God, the Lord, may grant 
them mercy and welcome them in heaven. 
We pray. 

P: Father, you have heard our humble 
prayers. Comfort us always with your 
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presence and come to bless us with peace 
and joy. This we ask through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Graciously accept, O LORD, the gifts we 
offer, that our partaking of them may 
free us from sin and purify our hearts 
for the glorious coming of your Son, 
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

PREFACE II OF ADVENT 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel! He has 
visited his people and redeemed them.  (Lk 
1:68) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. (pause) 

You have renewed us, LORD, by these 
wonderful gifts. As we prepare for the 
mystery of Christ’s birth, grant that we 
may rejoice in his gift of eternal life  

We ask this through Christ our LORD.  
Amen. 

FINAL BLESSING

Bow down for the blessing.

May God, who through the childbearing of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary willed in his great 
kindness to redeem the human race,
be pleased to enrich you with his blessing.
R. Amen.

May you know always and everywhere the 
protection of her, through whom you have 
been found worthy to receive the author of 
life. 
R. Amen.

May you, who have devoutly gathered on 
this day, carry away with you the gifts of 
spiritual joys and heavenly rewards. 
R. Amen.

And may the blessing of Almighty God,
the Father, and the Son, X and the Holy 
Spirit, come down on you and remain with 
you for ever. 
R. Amen.

Go in peace.
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