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Who	was	the	person	who	taught	you	to	pray?	Who	
was	that	important	person	in	your	life	who	brought	
you	to	the	church	and	to	develop	your	personal	
rela9onship	with	God?	I	am	sure	that	we	have	our	
own	share	of	stories	and	memories	of	those	
persons	who	were	significant	in	the	forma9on	of	
our	faith.	They	may	be	our	grandparents	or	parents,	
siblings	or	rela9ves	or	others	because	of	their	
friends.	Others	also	only	began	going	to	the	church	
and	learned	how	to	pray	and	became	closer	to	God	
because	they	were	following	their	girlfriend	or	
boyfriend	in	the	Church.		

I	want	you	to	remember	that	person	and	please,	
thank	the	person.	If	the	person	is	siCng	near	you,	
say	thank	you.	If	the	person	is	not	around	with	you	
anymore,	then,	in	remembrance	of	that	person,	say	
thank	you	also	as	you	imagine	the	face	of	that	
person.	

To	consciously	remember	and	recognize	these	
people	in	our	life	in	the	story	of	our	faith,	we	
are	being	reminded	today	of	God’s	ac9on	within	
our	history.	God	called	messengers	or	heralds	to	
lead	us	and	gather	us	into	the	presence	of	God.	
Those	persons	who	brought	us	closer	to	God	
were	God’s	personal	heralds	for	us.	With	this,	
let	us	also	discover	how	God	worked	in	our	
history	and	reveal	His	graciousness	to	us.	

In	the	prophecy	from	the	Book	of	Malachi,	the	
herald	shall	lead	and	gather	the	people	to	see	
God.	He	will	be	like	a	refiner’s	fire	who	will	
teach	and	correct	the	wrong	of	the	people.	In	
this	way,	this	herald	will	lead	the	people	to	
repentance	to	fully	welcome	the	Lord.	The	birth	
of	this	person	is	not	by	accident	but	planned	well	
by	God.	The	life	of	this	person	is	the	message	of	
God	to	make	the	people	prepare	themselves	for	
God’s	coming.	This	is	God’s	promise	that	is	to	be	
first	fulfilled	through	the	par9cipa9on	of	humanity,	
through	us.	

The	person	of	this	herald	is	truly	a	giJ	because	his	
presence	means	bringing	us	into	prepara9on.	This	is	
how	God’s	graciousness	is	also	revealed	because	
what	God	desires	is	our	salva9on	and	our	freedom.	
The	role	of	the	herald	becomes	our	link	with	God.	

The	author	of	the	Psalm	expressed	the	desire	to	be	
taught	by	the	Lord	and	to	be	led	to	the	truth.	This	is	
the	role	of	the	herald	in	the	first	reading	and	the	
herald	in	the	Gospel	of	Luke	who	teaches,	leads	and	
gathers	the	people	to	recognize	God’s	graciousness.	

What	is	more	interes9ng	about	the	herald	was	how	
he	was	conceived	in	his	mother’s	womb.	In	the	
Gospel	of	Luke,	which	tells	us	of	the	birth	of	John,	
the	herald	of	God	was	surrounded	by	a	story	of	
surprise	and	of	God’s	graciousness.	The	Lord	
con9nued	the	revela9on	of	this	plan	through	the	
old	childless	couple,	Zechariah	and	Elizabeth.		

For	the	Jews,	if	a	couple	has	no	child,	it	means	that	
they	are	not	favored	by	God	and	worst	they	also	
believed	that	the	couple	is	cursed	by	the	God	
because	of	a	terrible	sin	they	commiQed.	Yet,	
though	the	old	couple	was	blameless,	however,	they	
s9ll	were	shamed	for	being	childless.	Nevertheless,	
to	the	surprise	of	this	old	couple	an	angel	
announced	that	they	will	have	a	son.		Elizabeth	
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welcomed	the	message	from	God,	but	her	
husband,	because	it	was	too	much	to	believe,	
could	not	accept	God’s	giJ.	That	is	why,	Zechariah	
was	silenced	by	God.	He	only	recovered	his	voice	
when	his	son	was	born.	It	was	when	he	gave	the	
name	John	to	his	son	that	the	Lord	opened	his	
mouth	again	because	the	Lord	is	gracious.		

The	name	John	literally	means,	God	is	Gracious.	
The	birth	of	John	the	Bap9st	is	a	tes9mony	of	
God’s	graciousness	not	just	to	the	old	couple,	
Zechariah	and	Elizabeth	but	to	the	whole	
humanity.	The	couple	is	an	image	of	the	people	
who	longed	to	be	taught	and	to	be	led	to	God.	As	
John	was	a	giJ	to	his	parents,	John	also	points	to	
God’s	graciousness	who	is	about	to	come	in	its	
fullness.	Zechariah	also	realized	that	his	son	is	
God’s	message	to	him.	With	the	birth	of	his	son	
John,	Zechariah	was	filled	God’s	giJ	which	made	
him	to	speak	again	because	of	so	much	joy	and	
gra9tude	to	the	Lord.	

.Yes,	Zechariah	spoke	and	regained	his	voice	
because	of	so	much	joy	in	his	heart,	because	of	so	
much	gra9tude	in	his	spirit.	The	birth	of	John	is	a	
divine	manifesta9on	that	God	is	indeed	gracious	
and	faithful	despite	our	unbelief	and	doubts.	God	
con9nues	to	reveal	himself	to	us	even	though	we	
may	refuse	to	believe.	

This	was	the	role	of	John	and	that	was	to	bring	
people	again	to	believe	that	God	has	never	
abandoned	us.	God	remembers	and	He	is	here	
with	us.	This	made	John	a	great	and	important	
prophet	because	he	reminded	the	people	about	
God.	John	made	people	recognize	God	and	brought	
them	closer	to	God.	He	was	a	refiner’s	fire	because	
he	challenged	the	people’s	way	of	life	and	called	
them	to	get	out	from	their	comfort	zones	of	power,	
influence,	abuse,	sin	and	corrup9on.		Yet,	because	
of	this	role	of	John,	it	caused	John’s	life.	He	was	
martyred,	beheaded	actually,	because	of	this	cause	
to	make	people	recognize	that	God	is	gracious.	

This	is	the	invita9on	for	us	today	–	to	be	a	herald	
of	God.	Each	of	us	was	led	and	taught	by	significant	
people	in	our	life.	Now,	it	is	our	9me	to	be	one,	to	
become	God’s	herald	today,	to	become	like	John	
the	Bap9st	who	will	also	lead	others	to	God,	who	
will	point	to	others	how	God	is	so	gracious	to	us.		

	How	do	we	become	a	herald	today?		

	You	as	parents,	you	are	in	the	best	posi9on	to	lead	
your	children	to	God.	You	are	there	to	prepare	the	
way	of	the	Lord	in	the	hearts	of	your	children	–	not	
through	indifference	and	irresponsibility	but	
through	your	love	and	understanding,	through	your	
loving	presence	and	affec9on.		

Teachers,	educators	and	persons	who	are	in	
authority,	you	too	are	in	the	posi9on	to	influence	
your	students,	mentees	and	subjects	to	discover	
God	through	your	authority	–	not	through	
dominance	and	control	but	through	your	loving	
care	and	gentleness.		

As	friends,	co-workers,	and	classmates	we	too	are	
in	the	posi9on	to	let	those	people	around	us	to	
realize	that	God	is	in	us	–	not	through	manipula9on	
but	through	our	kindness	and	generosity.	Through	
us,	people	around	us	may	discover	and	be	led	
closer	to	God.	Hinaut	pa.	

	Jom	Baring,	CSsR	

INTRODUCTION 

Greetings of Peace to you brothers and 
sisters in Christ. We are now on the eight day 
of our Misa de Aguinaldo. The Lord is near! 
And so with greater confidence and joy, we 
rest our hearts to God who has called us 
today to celebrate with gratitude His gifts 
through this Eucharistic Celebration in honor 
of Mary, the Blessed Virgin, for a child shall be 
born for us and will be called God, the 
Almighty. 

Let us now all stand and sing our entrance 
hymn. 
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

A child shall be born for us, and he will be called 
God, the Almighty; every tribe of the earth shall be 
blest in him.  (cf Is 9:6; Ps 72:17) 

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 

PENITENTIAL ACT

Gloria is sung or recited. 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace to people of good will. We praise 
you, we bless you, we adore you, we 
glorify you, we give you thanks for your 
great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O 
God, Almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Begotten son, Lord God, lamb of God, 
son of the Father, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us; you take 
away the sins of the world, receive our 
prayer; you are seated at the right hand of 
the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone 
are the holy one, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 

COLLECT 

Let us pray. (pause) 

Almighty and everlasting God, as the 
nativity of your Son according to flesh 
draws near, grant your humble prayer, 
that we may know the mercy of the 
Word incarnate, who took flesh of the 
Virgin Mary and came to dwell among 
us. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

FIRST READING 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet 
Malachi (3:1-4, 23-24) 

Thus says the Lord GOD: 
Lo, I am sending my messenger 
to prepare the way before me; 
And suddenly there will come to the temple 
the LORD whom you seek, 
And the messenger of the covenant whom 
you desire. 
Yes, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 
But who will endure the day of his coming? 
And who can stand when he appears? 
For he is like the refiner’s fire, 
or like the fuller’s lye. 
He will sit refining and purifying silver, 
and he will purify the sons of Levi, 
Refining them like gold or like silver 
that they may offer due sacrifice to the LORD. 
Then the sacrifice of Judah and Jerusalem 
will please the LORD, 
as in the days of old, as in years gone by. 

Lo, I will send you 
Elijah, the prophet, 
Before the day of the LORD comes, 
the great and terrible day, 
To turn the hearts of the fathers to their 
children, 
and the hearts of the children to their fathers, 
Lest I come and strike 
the land with doom. 

The word of the Lord. 

Available online at https://adoseofgodtoday.com  NOT FOR SALE  I  Year 2 Issue no.  13       3

http://www.adoseofgodtoday.com


EIGHT DAY OF MISA DE AGUINALDO  WHITE I DECEMBER 23 , 2020

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

 25:4-5AB, 8-9, 10 AND 14 

LIFT UP YOUR HEADS AND SEE; YOUR 
REDEMPTION IS NEAR AT HAND. 

Your ways, O LORD, make known to me; 
teach me your paths, Guide me in your truth 
and teach me, for you are God my savior. (R.) 

Good and upright is the LORD; thus he shows 
sinners the way. He guides the humble to 
justice, he teaches the humble his way. (R.) 

All the paths of the LORD are kindness and 
constancy toward those who keep his 
covenant and his decrees. The friendship of 
the LORD is with those who fear him, and his 
covenant, for their instruction. (R.) 

ALLELUIA 

Alleluia, alleluia. O King of all nations and 
keystone of the Church: come and save man, 

whom you formed from the dust! Alleluia, 
alleluia. 

GOSPEL READING 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according 
to Luke (1:57-66) 

When the time arrived for Elizabeth to 
have her child she gave birth to a son.  
Her neighbors and relatives heard that 
the Lord had shown his great mercy 
toward her, and they rejoiced with her.  
When they came on the eighth day to 
circumcise the child, they were going to 

call him Zechariah after his father, but his 
mother said in reply, “No. He will be 
called John.”  But they answered her, 
“There is no one among your relatives 
who has this name.”  So they made signs, 
asking his father what he wished him to 
be called.  He asked for a tablet and 
wrote, “John is his name,” and all were 
amazed. Immediately his mouth was 
opened, his tongue freed, and he spoke 
blessing God. Then fear came upon all 
their neighbors, and all these matters 
were discussed throughout the hill 
country of Judea. All who heard these 
things took them to heart, saying, “What, 
then, will this child be?” For surely the 
hand of the Lord was with him. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Homily 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

P: Gracious God, the birth of your son is near. 
As you have made wonders in our life and in 
the world, grant us peace in our hearts as we 
express our humble prayers today. Let our 
response be. 

GRACIOUS LORD, HEAR US. 

1. For the Church, that our ministers may 
always  lead the faithful to recognize the Lord 
through the gift of our sacraments. We pray. 

2. For our country, that our civil leaders may 
enact and exercise laws that will protect the 
giftedness of the unborn and development of 
all children. We pray. 

Available online at https://adoseofgodtoday.com  NOT FOR SALE  I  Year 2 Issue no.  13       4

http://www.adoseofgodtoday.com


EIGHT DAY OF MISA DE AGUINALDO  WHITE I DECEMBER 23 , 2020

3. For parents, that they may always be 
responsible in doing their responsibilities in 
rearing their children and in discovering the 
giftedness of every child. We pray. 

4. For all of us gathered today on this eight 
day of Misa de Aguinaldo, that the desires of 
our hearts will be in accord with God’s desire 
for us. We pray. 

5.  For all  the faithful departed, that through 
the mercy of our Gracious God, they may be 
welcomed into the eternal dwelling in 
heaven, We pray. 

P: Our Compassionate God, through your 
graciousness, blessings overflow. May the 
graces and gifts we enjoy give us faith and 
hope to long more for the coming of our 
savior. Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

LORD GOD, let the sacrifice you have 
given as the full expression of the 
Church’s worship, establish us firmly in 
your peace, that we may celebrate with 
untroubled hearts the coming birth of 
our savior, who lives and reigns for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

PREFACE II OF ADVENT 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

Behold, I stand at the door and knock: if 
anyone hears my voice and opens the door to 

me, I will enter his house and dine with him, 
and he with me.  (Rev 3:20) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. (pause) 

Grant pardon and peace, O LORD, to 
those you have fed with heavenly gifts, 
so that, at the coming of your beloved 
Son, we may hasten to greet him with 
lamps alight in our hands.  

We ask this through Jesus Christ our 
LORD.  Amen. 

FINAL BLESSING

Bow down for the blessing.

May God, who through the childbearing of 
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the Blessed Virgin Mary willed in his great 
kindness to redeem the human race,
be pleased to enrich you with his blessing.
R. Amen.

May you know always and everywhere the 
protection of her, through whom you have 
been found worthy to receive the author of 
life. 
R. Amen.

May you, who have devoutly gathered on 
this day, carry away with you the gifts of 
spiritual joys and heavenly rewards. 
R. Amen.

And may the blessing of Almighty God,
the Father, and the Son, X and the Holy 
Spirit, come down on you and remain with 
you for ever. 
R. Amen.

Go in peace.
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