
SEVENTH DAY OF MISA DE AGUINALDO  WHITE I DECEMBER 22 , 2020

How	grateful	am	I	today?	Gra3tude	makes	us	
recognize	the	many	things	that	surround	us	in	a	
manner	of	being	apprecia3ve	and	posi3ve.	
Gra3tude	allows	us	to	be	embracing	and	accep3ng	
of	the	things	and	people	around	us.	It	is	when	we	
are	grateful	too	that	we	become	joyful	persons	
because	we	see	the	goodness	and	uniqueness	of	
others.		

The	joy	that	comes	from	being	grateful	leads	us	to	
be	more	aware	of	God’s	tremendous	generosity	to	
us	despite	our	weaknesses	and	sins.	When	we	
become	joyful,	we	also	become	generous	towards	
the	people	around	us,	no	maEer	who	they	are,	
whether	they	are	friends	or	strangers.	

Such	character	in	us	that	is	being	nurtured	because	
of	gra3tude,	calls	us	now	on	this	Seventh	Day	of	our	
Misa	de	Aguinaldo	to	be	more	conscious	of	God’s	
giJ	to	us	and	to	grow	in	gra3tude.	For	us	to	
recognize	the	giJs	in	us,	let	us	see	first	how	giJs	of	
the	Lord	were	also	being	revealed	in	today’s	
readings.	

In	the	First	Book	of	Samuel,	we	heard	the	story	of	
Hannah.	Hannah	had	been	into	humilia3on	and	

shame	because	of	being	infer3le.	She	could	not	
bear	a	son	which	gave	her	so	much	anguish.	Being	
the	second	wife	of	Elkanah,	Hannah	was	always	
humiliated	by	Peninnah,	the	first	wife.	Yet,	through	
the	prophet	Eli,	Hannah’s	prayers	were	answered.	
She	bore	a	son,	Samuel.		

Through	the	giJ	of	Samuel	to	Hannah,	she	realized	
how	faithful	God	is	to	her.	Through	this	giJ,	
she	also	realized	the	other	giJ	she	received,	
through	her	friendship	with	Prophet	Eli.	The	
presence	of	Eli	to	Hannah	was	a	reminder	
that	there	was	hope.	That	friendship,	made	
Hannah	to	be	comforted	when	she	was	
humiliated.	Eli	was	Hannah’s	prayer	warrior.	
This	made	Hannah	to	be	ever	grateful	to	
God.	Because	of	her	gra3tude	to	God’s	
blessing	and	saving	her	from	humilia3on,	
she	dedicated	her	son	to	God.	In	fact,	
because	of	this	offering,	Hannah	had	been	
blessed	also	to	have	5	more	children	aJer	
Samuel.	Hannah’s	story	is	a	testament	that	
when	we	become	generous,	God’s	blesses	
us	more.	

The	Responsorial	Psalm,	which	was	also	
taken	from	the	same	Book	of	Samuel,	

expressed	the	experiences	of	the	people	and	
par3cularly	of	Hannah	in	the	first	reading.	God	
comes	to	rescue	his	people	who	were	oppressed,	
humiliated	and	broken.	The	response,	“My	heart	
exults	in	the	Lord	my	savior,”	expressed	that	deep	
gra3tude	to	God	who	is	not	indifferent	to	the	
suffering	of	the	people.	A	heart	that	exults	God	is	
joyful	and	grateful.	Thus,	to	praise	and	truly	worship	
God	is	to	have	a	heart	filled	with	joy	and	gra3tude.	

To	both,	we	are	reminded	of	God	who	comes	to	
bless	us	in	order	to	save	us,	to	liberate	us	and	to	
empower	us.	This	character	of	God	has	been	the	
experience	of	Mary.	Her	song	famously	called	as	the	
Magnificat	expressed	also	that	deep	gra3tude	to	the	
Lord.		
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God	is	indeed	great	for	he	has	done	many	great	
things	to	the	lowly	ones.	This	recalls	and	recognizes	
the	ac3on	of	God	where	the	powerful,	the	arrogant	
and	the	corrupt	are	brought	to	shame	while	the	
lowly,	the	poor	and	the	hungry	are	raised	and	
sa3sfied.	This	song	depicts	how	God	favored	and	
blessed	those	who	call	him	God	and	those	who	
remain	faithful.	Mary’s	song	is	certainly	a	song	of	
gra3tude	to	God.	

Everything	that	we	have	heard	in	the	readings	tell	
us	that	when	a	person	grows	to	be	grateful,	the	
person	also	becomes	more	aware	of	the	presence	
of	God,	the	giver	of	blessings	and	giJs.	This	
reminds	us	too	that	everything	is	a	giJ.	

	God	calls	us	today	to	be	more	grateful	of	the	giJs	
and	blessings	that	we	have	received	each	day,	no	
maEer	how	small	that	would	be.	But	if	we	have	
received	so	much,	be	more	thankful	and	be	more	
generous	too.	Remember,	a	grateful	person	is	a	
person	who	goes	forward,	because	when	we	are	
grateful	we	also	become	contented	of	the	present,	
whatever	there	is.	We	also	become	reconciled	with	
the	past,	whatever	that	was.	And	we	become	
hopeful	and	posi3ve	of	the	future,	whatever	there	
will	be.	

	In	a	concrete	way,	let	us	begin	today	in	recognizing	
every	giJ	we	have	received	from	God,	not	just	our	
material	things,	but	also	the	giJ	of	persons	of	our	
friends	and	family,	of	faith	and	community.	As	we	
recognize	them,	let	our	hearts	be	filled	with	
gra3tude	to	the	Lord	and	gra3tude	to	people	
around	us.	Let	that	gra3tude	express	the	joy	in	us,	
to	dispel	our	anxie3es	and	fears,	our	guilt	and	
shame,	our	indifference	and	sin.	Hinaut	pa.	

	Jom	Baring,	CSsR	

INTRODUCTION 

A Blessed evening/morning, brothers and 
sisters. With grateful hearts, we are gathered 
here as a Church to thank and praise our 
God. This seventh day of our Misa de 
Aguinaldo calls us to be grateful to the many 
gifts God has given us. May this Eucharistic 
Celebration in honor of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, make us generous and kind to our 
brothers and sisters in need. Let us now all 
stand and sing our entrance hymn. 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

O gates, lift high your heads; grow higher, ancient 
door. Let him enter, the king of glory! (Ps 24:7) 

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 

PENITENTIAL ACT

Gloria is sung or recited. 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace to people of good will. We praise 
you, we bless you, we adore you, we 
glorify you, we give you thanks for your 
great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O 
God, Almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Begotten son, Lord God, lamb of God, 
son of the Father, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us; you take 
away the sins of the world, receive our 
prayer; you are seated at the right hand of 
the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone 
are the holy one, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 

COLLECT 

Let us pray. (pause) 

All-provident God, when we were sunk 
in sin and death you turned towards us 
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and rescued us by the incarnation of 
your only son.  

Grant that we who acknowledge his 
coming with reverent love may also be 
one with him, our LORD and Redeemer, 
who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

FIRST READING 

A Reading from the First Book of Samuel 
(1:24-28) 

In those days, Hannah brought Samuel with 
her, along with a three-year-old bull, an 
ephah of flour, and a skin of wine, and 
presented him at the temple of the LORD in 
Shiloh.   

After the boy’s father had sacrificed the 
young bull, Hannah, his mother, approached 
Eli and said: “Pardon, my lord! As you live, my 
lord, I am the woman who stood near you 
here, praying to the LORD.  I prayed for this 
child, and the LORD granted my request.  
Now I, in turn, give him to the LORD; as long 
as he lives, he shall be dedicated to the 
LORD.” She left Samuel there. 

The word of the Lord. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

 1 SAMUEL 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8ABCD 

MY HEART EXULTS IN THE LORD, MY 
SAVIOR. 

“My heart exults in the LORD, 

my horn is exalted in my God. I have 
swallowed up my enemies; I rejoice in my 
victory.”  (R.) 

“The bows of the mighty are broken, while 
the tottering gird on strength. The well-fed 
hire themselves out for bread, while the 
hungry batten on spoil. The barren wife bears 
seven sons, while the mother of many 
languishes.” (R.) 

“The LORD puts to death and gives life; he 
casts down to the nether world; he raises up 
again. The LORD makes poor and makes rich, 
he humbles, he also exalts.”(R.) 

“He raises the needy from the dust; from the 
dung heap he lifts up the poor, To seat them 
with nobles and make a glorious throne their 
heritage.” (R.) 

ALLELUIA 

Alleluia, alleluia. O King of all nations and 
keystone of the Church: come and save man, 

whom you formed from the dust! Alleluia, 
alleluia. 

GOSPEL READING 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according 
to Luke (1:46-56) 

Mary said: “My soul proclaims the 
greatness of the Lord; 
my spirit rejoices in God my savior. 
for he has looked upon his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great 
things for me, 
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and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him 
in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, 
and has scattered the proud in their 
conceit. He has cast down the mighty 
from their thrones and has lifted up the 
lowly. He has filled the hungry with good 
things, and the rich he has sent away 
empty. He has come to the help of his 
servant Israel for he remembered his 
promise of mercy, the promise he made 
to our fathers, to Abraham and his 
children for ever.”  

Mary remained with Elizabeth about three 
months and then returned to her home. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Homily 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

P: Great is your name, O LORD our GOD, and 
you have done many great things for us. As 
we gather today as your people, grant us now 
the grace we need as a Church. Let our 
response be. 

IN YOU GREAT MERCY, BLESS US, LORD. 

1. For Pope Francis, the bishops, priests, 
deacons, religious and lay leaders that 
through the gift of their persons and their 
talents, the Church may be led closer to the 
grace of God. We pray. 

2. For our country, that our leaders may 

always use their gifts and talents for the 
progress and development of our 
communities and not for their own benefit 
alone. We pray. 

3. For all families in the world that the Lord 
may heal any broken relationship, 
misunderstand and conflict and brings them 
into love and reconciliation.  We pray. 

4. For all of us gathered today on this seventh 
day of Misa de Aguinaldo, that our prayers 
and desires of our hearts be granted 
according to the will of God. We pray. 

5.  For all our beloved dead that God may 
welcome all of them into His merciful and 
loving presence in heaven. We pray. 

P: All-powerful God, your love gives us life 
and your kindness empowers us. As you have 
come to bless us through the incarnation of 
your Son, Jesus,  grant us now the faith and 
the courage to become witnesses of your 
love and kindness. Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

With confidence in your mercy, LORD 
GOD, we hasten to place these gifts on 
your holy altar, that your grace may 
cleanse us from sin through the very 
sacrament by which we offer you true 
worship. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

PREFACE II OF ADVENT 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
for the Almighty has done great things for 
me. (Lk 1:46,49) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. (pause) 

LORD GOD, may our sharing in your 
sacrament be for us a source of 
strength, so that when the savior 
comes, we may welcome him with holy 
lives and obtain the prize of unending 
happiness. 

Grant this through Jesus Christ our 
LORD.  Amen. 

FINAL BLESSING

Bow down for the blessing.

May God, who through the childbearing of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary willed in his great 
kindness to redeem the human race,
be pleased to enrich you with his blessing.
R. Amen.

May you know always and everywhere the 
protection of her, through whom you have 
been found worthy to receive the author of 
life. 
R. Amen.

May you, who have devoutly gathered on 
this day, carry away with you the gifts of 
spiritual joys and heavenly rewards. 
R. Amen.

And may the blessing of Almighty God,
the Father, and the Son, X and the Holy 
Spirit, come down on you and remain with 
you for ever. 
R. Amen.

Go in peace.
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