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	We	are	very	close	now	of	that	wonderful	historical	
event	in	our	Chris5an	faith.	This	week	is	the	last	
stretch	of	our	joyful	and	hopeful	wai5ng	leading	us	
towards	that	humble	yet	unique	and	crucial	event	in	
our	history.	Definitely,	it	is	very	important	that	we	
don’t	lose	sight	of	the	great	meaning	of	the	birth	of	
Jesus	by	making	ourselves	rooted	in	this	Season	of	
Advent.	

We	could	have	been	stunned	with	a	lot	of	concerns	
these	days,	or	the	pandemic	could	have	s5ll	gripped	
us	into	fear	and	anxiety,	or	the	highly	
commercialized	Christmas	celebra5on	could	
intoxicate	us,	however,	let	us	bring	ourselves,	our	
hearts	and	our	minds	into	focus.	

At	the	beginning	of	this	Season	of	Advent,	we	were	
called	to	“stay	awake,	to	be	alert	and	to	be	vigilant.”	
We	are	constantly	
reminded	of	God’s	
surprise	visits	and	
of	God’s	promise	to	
be	with	us.	Today,	
on	this	Fourth	
Sunday	of	Advent	
where	we	also	
lighted	the	fourth	
candle,	called	as	
the	Candle	of	
Angels	or	the	
Candle	of	Love,	we	
are	being	trailed	
into	the	fulfillment	
of	God’s	promise.	
Thus,	I	invite	you	now	that	we	look	again	the	
readings	this	Sunday	and	discern	together	how	God	
brings	us	into	a	greater	awareness	that	each	of	us	
today	take	part	in	God’s	wonderful	plan.	

The	Second	Book	of	Samuel	tells	us	how	God	
renews	the	covenant	with	David.	David	who	felt	
guilty	for	being	in	the	palace	while	the	Ark	of	the	

Covenant	was	in	a	tent,	was	reminded	of	God’s	
favor.	God	promised	David	that	his	house	shall	be	
blessed.	It	is	God	who	will	build	a	house	for	the	
people.	In	this	house,	God	will	be	our	Father.		

What	the	Prophet	proclaims	to	us	is	the	very	hope	
and	joyful	expecta5on	of	the	fulfillment	of	God’s	
promise.	This	covenant	rests	now	in	that	
rela5onship	with	God	as	a	father.	This	is	the	first	
invita5on	today,	that	we	take	comfort	in	God’s	
promise	because	God	is	our	Father.	
This	promise	and	close	rela5onship	with	God	is	
what	our	Psalm	sings	to	us	today.	The	people	at	that	
5me	endured	a	great	amount	of	suffering.	In	their	
anguish	and	fear,	they	recalled	the	covenant	with	
God	and	recognized	the	“everlas8ng	kindness	of	
God.”	God	is	faithful	indeed,	and	God	is	our	father.	
This	was	what	they	felt	in	the	midst	of	their	

suffering.		

Somehow,	this	was	
a	longing	in	their	
heart	that	they	
con5nued	to	hold	
on	for	this	gave	
them	hope	and	joy	
in	life	despite	the	
gloomy	and	dark	
situa5on.	
Therefore,	the	
Psalm	sings,	
“Forever	I	will	sing	
the	goodness	of	
the	Lord.”	This	is	

the	second	invita5on	for	us	today	where	we	are	
called	to	have	a	greater	awareness,	so	that	we	are	
able	to	recognize	the	goodness	of	God.	

Such	goodness	of	the	Lord	had	been	fulfilled.	God	is	
certainly	our	Father.	The	Lord	is	faithful	to	our	
covenant.	The	readings	all	point	us	to	what	the	
Angel	Gabriel	announced	to	Mary.	The	person	of	
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Mary	was	not	random.	God	planned	it	all	along.	
Mary	was	betrothed	to	Joseph	who	was	from	the	
lineage	of	King	David.	This	lineage	brings	us	into	
the	covenant	made	by	God	with	David.	Mary	as	
well	was	a	cousin	of	Elizabeth	who	was	from	the	
priestly	lineage	of	Aaron.	This	tells	us	that	the	
Messiah	is	indeed	a	royal	and	a	priest.	

More	to	this,	God’s	kindness	is	truly	from	
everlas5ng	and	God’s	plan	works	in	our	human	
story.	And	in	our	human	story	God	brings	us	what	
love	can	do.	What	the	Angel	Gabriel	announced	
was	in	fact	LOVE.	Mary	having	favored	by	God,	was	
filled	with	God’s	grace.	In	that	fullness,	Mary’s	love	
was	overflowing.	This	is	what	happened	when	the	
Holy	Spirit	is	welcomed	and	received.		

Her	response	to	God	despite	her	confusion	and	
fear,	allowed	her	to	be	more	conscious	that	she	
was	loved	and	was	called	to	love.	That	awareness	
of	God’s	presence	moved	Mary	to	par5cipate	fully	
in	God’s	plan.	Mary	was	not	passive.	She	was	not	
indifferent	to	God’s	invita5on.	Mary	took	part	by	
making	the	promise	of	God	fulfilled	through	her	by	
loving	concretely.	

The	words	of	Mary	to	the	Angel	Gabriel,	“Let	it	be	
done	to	me	according	to	your	word,”	was	a	
statement	of	faith	and	also	a	statement	of	loving.	
As	God	fulfills	the	promise,	God	also	asks	us	to	
par5cipate.	This	is	the	third	invita5on	for	us	today,	
to	allow	ourselves	to	par<cipate	in	God’s	
wonderful	plan.	

Let	our	words,	let	our	ac5ons	and	let	our	very	
person	become	the	embodiment	of	God’s	presence	
today.	The	Season	of	Advent,	aXer	all,	invites	us	
that	we	become	love	and	become	loving	in	order	
to	receive	that	greatest	giX	of	love.	Hinaut	pa.	
																					

	Jom	Baring,	CSsR	

INTRODUCTION 

A Blessed Sunday, brothers and sisters.  

The Lord is near! Today, on this Fifth Day of 
our Misa de Aguinaldo is also the Fourth 

Sunday of Advent. This is the last week of our 
preparation to welcome the Lord.  We light 
today the Candle of Angels also called as the 
Candle of Love. The readings remind us of 
our everlasting covenant with God. God has 
promised to be with us and God fulfills it 
because God is faithful and kind. 

Let us now all stand and sing our praises to 
our Loving God. 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let 
the clouds rain down the Just one; let the earth be 
opened and bring forth a Savior. (cf. Is 45: 8) 

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 

Prayer before the Lighting of the Candle

Father, as our Advent pilgrimage draws to a 
close, we relight the candles of hope, peace 
and joy. And now, we light the candle of love. 
Grant us the courage to share your love: love 
for life and creation, for sinners and saints, for 
the poor and little ones. Amen. 

4 Candles are lit. 

PENITENTIAL ACT 

Gloria is sung or recited. 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace to people of good will. We praise 
you, we bless you, we adore you, we 
glorify you, we give you thanks for your  
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great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O 
God, Almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Begotten son, Lord God, lamb of God, 
son of the Father, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us; you take 
away the sins of the world, receive our 
prayer; you are seated at the right hand of 
the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone 
are the holy one, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 

COLLECT 

Let us pray. (pause) 

Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, 
your grace into our hearts, that we, to 
whom the incarnation of Christ your 
son was made known by the message 
of an angel, may by his Passion and 
Cross be brought to the glory of his 
Resurrection.  

Who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the holy spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

FIRST READING 

A Reading from the Second Book of 
Samuel (2 SM 7:1-5, 8B-12, 14A, 16) 

Comfort, When King David was settled in his 
palace, and the LORD had given him rest 
from his enemies on every side, 
he said to Nathan the prophet, 

“Here I am living in a house of cedar, 
while the ark of God dwells in a tent!” 
Nathan answered the king, “Go, do whatever 
you have in mind, for the LORD is with you.” 
But that night the LORD spoke to Nathan and 
said: “Go, tell my servant David, ‘Thus says 
the LORD: Should you build me a house to 
dwell in?’“ 

"'It was I who took you from the pasture 
and from the care of the flock  
to be commander of my people Israel. 
I have been with you wherever you went, 
and I have destroyed all your enemies before 
you. And I will make you famous like the great 
ones of the earth. 
I will fix a place for my people Israel; 
I will plant them so that they may dwell in 
their place without further disturbance. 
Neither shall the wicked continue to afflict 
them as they did of old, 
since the time I first appointed judges over 
my people Israel. I will give you rest from all 
your enemies. 
The LORD also reveals to you 
that he will establish a house for you. 
And when your time comes and you rest with 
your ancestors, I will raise up your heir after 
you, sprung from your loins, and I will make 
his kingdom firm. 
I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son 
to me. Your house and your kingdom shall 
endure forever before me; your throne shall 
stand firm forever.’” 

The word of the Lord. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

PS 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 

Available online at https://adoseofgodtoday.com  NOT FOR SALE  I  Year 2 Issue no. 08        3

http://www.adoseofgodtoday.com


5th Day of Misa de Aguinaldo 
Fourth Sunday of Advent  I  B  I  WHITE 

  DECEMBER 20, 2020

FOR EVER I WILL SING THE GOODNESS OF 
THE LORD.. 

The promises of the LORD I will sing forever; 
through all generations my mouth shall 
proclaim your faithfulness. For you have said, 
“My kindness is established forever”; in 
heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness.
(R.) 

“I have made a covenant with my chosen one, 
I have sworn to David my servant: Forever will 
I confirm your posterity and establish your 
throne for all generations.” (R.) 

“He shall say of me, ‘You are my father, my 
God, the Rock, my savior.’ Forever I will 
maintain my kindness toward him, and my 
covenant with him stands firm.” (R.) 

SECOND READING 

A Reading from the Letter of St Paul to the 
Romans (16:25-27) 

Brothers and sisters: To him who can 
strengthen you, according to my gospel and 
the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according 
to the revelation of the mystery kept secret 
for long ages but now manifested through 
the prophetic writings and, according to the 
command of the eternal God, made known to 
all nations to bring about the obedience of 
faith, to the only wise God, through Jesus 
Christ be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

The word of the Lord. 

ALLELUIA 

Alleluia, alleluia. Behold, I am the handmaid 
of the Lord. May it be done to me according 

to your word. Alleluia, alleluia. (LK 1:38) 

GOSPEL READING 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel 
according to Luke (1:26-38) 

The The angel Gabriel was sent from 
God 
to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, 
to a virgin betrothed to a man named 
Joseph, 
of the house of David, 
and the virgin’s name was Mary. 
And coming to her, he said, 
“Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.” 
But she was greatly troubled at what was 
said 
and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be. 
Then the angel said to her, 
“Do not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favor with God. 

“Behold, you will conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, 
and you shall name him Jesus. 
He will be great and will be called Son of 
the Most High, 
and the Lord God will give him the 
throne of David his father, 
and he will rule over the house of Jacob 
forever, 
and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
But Mary said to the angel, 
“How can this be, 
since I have no relations with a man?” 
And the angel said to her in reply, 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. 
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Therefore the child to be born 
will be called holy, the Son of God. 
And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, 
has also conceived a son in her old age, 
and this is the sixth month for her who 
was called barren; 
for nothing will be impossible for God.” 
Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of 
the Lord. 
May it be done to me according to your 
word.” 
Then the angel departed from her. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Homily 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only son, 

our Lord,

 at the words that follow, up to and including the 
virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he 
descended into hell; on the third day he rose again 

from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the 

dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

P: God fulfills the Divine plan through the 
participation of humanity. Mary’s role indeed 
is crucial for our salvation. We now raise our 
petitions to the Father, so that like Mary we 
too shall grow in our confidence in God and 
express our faith. Let our response be. 

LORD OF LOVE, HEAR OUR PRAYERS. 

1. For the Church, particularly our shepherds, 
that they will be courageous enough to 
commit themselves to the fulfillment of God’s 
plan on earth. We pray. 

2. For our government leaders that they will 
own their service to the people and the 
nation and carry out at all times the will of 
God in their political decisions and actions. 
We pray. 

3. For all those who are struggling because of 
the different difficulties in life that they may 
always find comfort in God’s promise and 
God’s presence. We pray. 

4. For our destitute brothers and sisters and 
all those living in dire poverty, that our 
communities may be moved to respond to 
their needs through our acts of charity. We 
pray. 

5. For all of us gathered today, that we may 
always seek the guidance and inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit in making decisions in life. We 
pray. 

6. For all our departed brothers and sisters 
that they may be rewarded in heaven with 
peace and joy. We pray. 

P: Our Loving God, it is your will that all of us 
will be saved. In your Divine Plan, you asked 
the participation of humanity to carry it out so 
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that your presence will fill our hearts. Grant us 
now the Holy Spirit so that we too will be 
filled with your grace and respond to your will  
with faith and devotion. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

May the Holy Spirit, O Lord, sanctify 
these gifts laid upon your altar, just as 
he filled with his power the womb of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

You have a TEXT by Fr Glenn 
Tito Pascual, CSsR (https://www.facebook.com/
You-have-a-TEXT-122192125083779)

You have a GIFT by Bro. Bonn Barreto, 
CSsR (https://www.facebook.com/
youhaveagiftpage)

Generic Thoughts by Rev. Eric Sevencruz, 
CSsR (https://www.facebook.com/
igenericthoughts)

EdWord by Fr. Edward Pandaan, CSsR 
(https://www.facebook.com/edWordcssr) 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son; and his name will be called Emmanuel.(Is 
7: 14) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Having received this pledge of eternal 
redemption, we pray, almighty God, 
that, as the feast day of our salvation 
draws ever nearer, so we may press 
forward all the more eagerly to the 
worthy celebration of the mystery of 
your son’s nativity. Who lives and 
reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

FINAL BLESSING

Bow down for the blessing.

May the almighty and merciful God,
by whose grace you have placed your faith
in the First Coming of his only Begotten son 
and yearn for his coming again sanctify you by 
the radiance of Christ’s advent and enrich you 
with his blessing.
R. Amen.

As you run the race of this present life, may he 
make you firm in faith,
joyful in hope and active in charity.
R. Amen.

So that, rejoicing now with devotion
at the Redeemer’s coming in the flesh,
you may be endowed with the rich reward of 
eternal life when he comes again in majesty.
R. Amen.

And may the blessing of Almighty God, 
the Father, and the Son,    X and the Holy
Spirit, come down on you and remain with you 
for ever. 
R. Amen.

Go in peace. Glorifying the Lord by 
your life.
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