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"How	shall	I	know	this?"	

I	don't	like	surprises.	Yes,	there's	that	
element	of	excitement	that	one	feels	over	
it.	But	I	think	it's	in	this	certain	sense	of	
mystery	and	of	unpredictability	in	
surprises	which	makes	it	unwanAng	for	
me.		

Zechariah	was	not	ready	for	a	
surprise.	For	sure,	in	the	course	
of	Ame	he	had	served	God,	he	
must	had	presented	his	desire	to	
have	at	least	a	child.	But	the	Ame	
he	waited	for	God's	answer	was	
long	overdue.	Being	human	and	
old,	and	his	wife	Elizabeth	was	
found	to	be	barren,	his	doubts	
were	understandably	
considerable.	

To	doubt	or	misunderstand	God's	
purpose	in	our	life	is	obviously	
easy.	Even	highly	spiritual	people	
are	someAmes	subject	to	doubt.	
Maybe	because	we	don't	pay	much	
aKenAon	to	God's	inAmate	presence	in	our	
lives.	Or	perhaps	we	underesAmate	our	
value	by	magnifying	our	inadequacies.		

But	God's	power	is	not	bound	by	human	
limitaAons	or	confined	by	our	pessimisAc	
views.	These	factors,	therefore,	are	not	
deterrents	to	God's	promised	plan	of	
salvaAon.	

God	is	faithful,	and	He	keeps	his	promise.	
And	he	delivers	it	on	Ame,	by	his	Ame	and	
by	his	way.	He,	who	created	the	whole	
universe	and	guided	the	events	of	history	

to	prepare	the	coming	of	the	Messiah,	is	
very	much	capable	of	accomplishing	what	
He	had	begun.	What	may	be	under	
humanly	impossible	circumstances,	God	
makes	it	possible.	Because	He	specializes	
in	the	"Impossibles."	

However,	to	be	able	to	appreciate	God's	
hands	at	work	in	our	life,	we	must	be	open	
to	what	God	can	do	in	every	situaAon,	be	
it	ordinary	or	extraordinary.	And	of	course,	
to	let	God	be	God	by	paAently	waiAng	for	
God	to	act	in	his	Ame,	in	his	ways.	

Lord,	God	of	surprises,	may	you	give	us	
eyes	of	faith	to	see	you	present	in	our	life	
and	ears	of	faith	to	hear	you	speaking	to	
us.	And	may	we	learn	to	trust	you	enough	
in	every	step	of	the	way.	Amen.	

Gibo	Dandoy,	CSsR	
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INTRODUCTION 

A blessed evening/morning, brothers and 
sisters. God loves to surprise us. The plan of 
the incarnation of Jesus was a surprise to us, 
as Zechariah in today’s Gospel was also 
surprised by the Lord that he and his wife will 
have a son. On this fourth day of our Misa de 
Aguinaldo, we allow the Lord to surprise us 
and reveal his presence in us. 

Let us now all stand and sing our joyful song 
to the Lord. 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let 
the clouds rain down the Just One; let the earth be 
opened and bring forth a Savior. (cf is. 45:8) 

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 

PENITENTIAL ACT

Gloria is sung or recited. 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace to people of good will. We praise 
you, we bless you, we adore you, we 
glorify you, we give you thanks for your 
great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O 
God, Almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Begotten son, Lord God, lamb of God, 
son of the Father, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us; you take 
away the sins of the world, receive our 
prayer; you are seated at the right hand of 
the Father, have mercy on us. For you 

alone are the holy one, you alone are the 
Lord, you alone are the most high, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 
God the Father. Amen. 

COLLECT 

Let us pray. (pause) 

GOD of life, in the child who was born 
of the Virgin Mary you revealed to the 
world the radiance of your glory.  

Grant that we may celebrate with full 
and reverent faith this great mystery of 
the Word made flesh who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

FIRST READING 

A Reading from Book of Judges  (13:2-7, 
24-25A) 

There was a certain man from Zorah, of the 
clan of the Danites, whose name was 
Manoah.  His wife was barren and had borne 
no children.  An angel of the LORD appeared 
to the woman and said to her, 
“Though you are barren and have had no 
children, yet you will conceive and bear a 
son.  Now, then, be careful to take no wine or 
strong drink and to eat nothing unclean. 
As for the son you will conceive and bear, 
no razor shall touch his head, 
for this boy is to be consecrated to God from 
the womb.  It is he who will begin the 
deliverance of Israel from the power of the 
Philistines.” 

The woman went and told her husband, 
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“A man of God came to me; 
he had the appearance of an angel of God, 
terrible indeed.  I did not ask him where he 
came from, nor did he tell me his name.  
But he said to me, ‘You will be with child and 
will bear a son.  So take neither wine nor 
strong drink, and eat nothing unclean.  
For the boy shall be consecrated to God from 
the womb, until the day of his death.’” 

The woman bore a son and named him 
Samson.  The boy grew up and the LORD 
blessed him; the Spirit of the LORD stirred 
him. 

The word of the Lord. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

71:3-4A, 5-6AB, 16-17 

MY MOUTH SHALL BE FILLED WITH YOUR 
PRAISE, AND I WILL SING YOUR GLORY!. 

Be my rock of refuge, a stronghold to give me 
safety, for you are my rock and my fortress. O 
my God, rescue me from the hand of the 
wicked.  (R.) 

For you are my hope, O LORD; my trust, O 
God, from my youth. On you I depend from 
birth; from my mother’s womb you are my 
strength. (R.) 

I will treat of the mighty works of the LORD; O 
God, I will tell of your singular justice. O God, 
you have taught me from my youth, and till 
the present I proclaim your wondrous deeds. 
(R.) 

ALLELUIA 

Alleluia, alleluia. O Root of Jesse’s stem, sign 
of God’s love for all his people: come to save 

us without delay! Alleluia, alleluia. 

GOSPEL READING 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according 
to Matthew (1:5-25) 

In the days of Herod, King of Judea, 
there was a priest named Zechariah 
of the priestly division of Abijah; 
his wife was from the daughters of Aaron, 
and her name was Elizabeth.  
Both were righteous in the eyes of God, 
observing all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord blamelessly.  
But they had no child, because Elizabeth 
was barren and both were advanced in 
years.  

Once when he was serving as priest 
in his division’s turn before God, 
according to the practice of the priestly 
service, he was chosen by lot 
to enter the sanctuary of the Lord to burn 
incense.  Then, when the whole assembly 
of the people was praying outside 
at the hour of the incense offering, 
the angel of the Lord appeared to him, 
standing at the right of the altar of 
incense.  Zechariah was troubled by what 
he saw, and fear came upon him.  

But the angel said to him, “Do not be 
afraid, Zechariah, because your prayer 
has been heard.  Your wife Elizabeth will 
bear you a son, and you shall name him 
John.  And you will have joy and 

Available online at https://adoseofgodtoday.com  NOT FOR SALE  I  Year 2 Issue no.  9       3

http://www.adoseofgodtoday.com


FOURTH DAY OF MISA DE AGUINALDO  WHITE I DECEMBER 19 , 2020

gladness, and many will rejoice at his 
birth, for he will be great in the sight of 
the Lord.  He will drink neither wine nor 
strong drink.  He will be filled with the 
Holy Spirit even from his mother’s womb, 
and he will turn many of the children of 
Israel to the Lord their God.  
He will go before him in the spirit and 
power of Elijah to turn the hearts of 
fathers toward children and the 
disobedient to the understanding of the 
righteous, to prepare a people fit for the 
Lord.”  

Then Zechariah said to the angel, 
“How shall I know this?  
For I am an old man, and my wife is 
advanced in years.”  
And the angel said to him in reply, 
“I am Gabriel, who stand before God. 
I was sent to speak to you and to 
announce to you this good news.  
But now you will be speechless and 
unable to talk until the day these things 
take place, because you did not believe 
my words, which will be fulfilled at their 
proper time.” Meanwhile the people were 
waiting for Zechariah and were amazed 
that he stayed so long in the sanctuary.  
But when he came out, he was unable to 
speak to them, and they realized that he 
had seen a vision in the sanctuary.  
He was gesturing to them but remained 
mute.  

Then, when his days of ministry were 
completed, he went home.  After this time 
his wife Elizabeth conceived, 
and she went into seclusion for five 
months, saying, 

“So has the Lord done for me at a time 
when he has seen fit 
to take away my disgrace before others.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Homily 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

P: Our Loving God, you who love to surprise 
us with your grace, we now ask for more faith 
and courage to trust in your wisdom. Make us 
see and recognize your presence in us as we 
now express our petitions. Let our response 
be,  

FATHER, SURPRISE US WITH YOUR GRACE. 

1. For the Universal Church, that our leaders 
and all the lay faithful, may become the 
sacrament of God’s presence today. We pray. 

2. For the leaders of our country that they 
may be given the grace of courage to serve 
the people selflessly and without corruption. 
We pray. 

3. For all those who find life difficult and 
hopeless this time, that they may find support 
and company among their friends and loved 
ones.   We pray. 

4. For all of us gathered today on this fourth 
day of Misa de Aguinaldo, that the Lord may 
surprise us with His grace and fill our hearts 
with joy. We pray. 

5.  For all the faithful departed that they may 
enjoy the company of saints in heaven and 
become our intercessors here on earth. We 
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pray. 

P: Almighty Father, grant us now the grace to 
welcome the surprises you prepared for us. 
May we always long for your presence and 
receive you in our hearts. Through Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Look mercifully, LORD, on the gifts we 
lay upon your altar and by your power 
consecrate what we bring to you in our 
weakness. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

PREFACE II OF ADVENT 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

His name will be called Emmanuel, which 
means God-with-us (Mt 1:23) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. (pause) 

Almighty GOD, we give thanks for the 
gifts you have bestowed. Create in us a 
desire for blessings yet to come, that 
we may welcome the birth of Christ our 
Savior with free and devoted hearts. 

We make our prayer in the name of 
Jesus our Lord. 

FINAL BLESSING

Bow down for the blessing.

May God, who through the childbearing of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary willed in his great 
kindness to redeem the human race,
be pleased to enrich you with his blessing.
R. Amen.

May you know always and everywhere the 
protection of her, through whom you have 
been found worthy to receive the author of 
life. 
R. Amen.

May you, who have devoutly gathered on 
this day, carry away with you the gifts of 
spiritual joys and heavenly rewards. 
R. Amen.

And may the blessing of Almighty God,
the Father, and the Son, X and the Holy 
Spirit, come down on you and remain with 
you for ever. 
R. Amen.

Go and announce the Gospel of the 
Lord.
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