
THIRD DAY OF MISA DE AGUINALDO  WHITE I DECEMBER 18 , 2020

"All	this	took	place	to	fulfill	what	the	Lord	had	said	
through	the	prophet	(Mt.	1:	22)."	

Joseph	was	in	a	difficult	situaAon:	Mary	
was	pregnant,	and	the	child	was	not	his.	
How	could	this	be	since	they	were	not	
living	together	yet?	So,	we	couldn't	blame	
him	for	having	emoAonal	reacAons.	He	
had	all	the	right	to	feel	so	to	save-face	
from	the	socio-cultural	sAgma	he	might	
experience	once	others	would	find	out.	

Human	as	he	was,	Joseph	saw	only	two	(2)	
possible	opAons	to	make:	To	let	Mary	be	
exposed	to	shame,	which	in	the	Jewish	
culture	deserved	stoning	to	death	as	a	
punishment;	or	To	divorce	her	quietly.	

But	God	came	at	a	right	Ame	when	
Joseph's	reasoning	failed	to	saAsfy.	He	
provided	Joseph	with	a	third	opAon;	that	

is,	to	marry	Mary.	Being	
a	righteous	man,	
Joseph	chose	to	obey	
God	even	if	he	knew	it	
would	cause	him	pain.	
His	obedience	to	the	
will	of	God	helped	him	
come	up	with	the	best	
decision.		

Finally,	his	
righteousness	and	
willingness	to	heed	
God's	prompAng	
privileged	him	to	take	
part	in	fulfilling	God's	
plan	of	salvaAon	as	the	
chosen	earthly	father	of	
Jesus	(	which	means	

"The	Lord	saves.").	Because	of	this,	God	
remained	faithful	to	him	and	has	never	put	
him	to	shame.		

What	about	us?	Will	we	allow	God	to	use	
us	to	accomplish	his	purpose	even	if	we	
don't	understand	his	ways?	

Gibo	Dandoy,	CSsR	

INTRODUCTION 

A wonderful evening/morning, brothers 
and sisters. Our God reveals to us his 
faithfulness as God fulfills his promise. On this 
third day of our Misa de Aguinaldo, our liturgy 
brings us to recognize the faithfulness of God 
being revealed even in the midst of confusion 
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in our life. As God revealed the divine plan to 
Joseph, God also calls us today to fulfill our 
commitments. 

Let us now all sing our hymn of praise. 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Christ our King is coming, he is the Lamb foretold 
by John. 

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 

PENITENTIAL ACT

Gloria is sung or recited. 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace to people of good will. We praise 
you, we bless you, we adore you, we 
glorify you, we give you thanks for your 
great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O 
God, Almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Begotten son, Lord God, lamb of God, 
son of the Father, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us; you take 
away the sins of the world, receive our 
prayer; you are seated at the right hand of 
the Father, have mercy on us. For you 
alone are the holy one, you alone are the 
Lord, you alone are the most high, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 
God the Father. Amen. 

COLLECT 

Let us pray. (pause) 

All-powerful God, we are oppressed 
and weighed down by the ancient yoke 
of sin. Grant that the birth of your only 
Son, so long awaited, yet always new, 
may deliver us and set us free. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

FIRST READING 

A Reading from Book of Prophet Jeremiah  
(23:5-8) 

Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, 
when I will raise up a righteous shoot to 
David;  

As king he shall reign and govern wisely, 
he shall do what is just and right in the land. 
In his days Judah shall be saved, 
Israel shall dwell in security. 
This is the name they give him: 
“The LORD our justice.” 

Therefore, the days will come, says the LORD, 
when they shall no longer say, “As the LORD 
lives, who brought the children of Israel out of 
the land of Egypt”; but rather, "As the LORD 
lives, who brought the descendants of the 
house of Israel up from the land of the north”–
 and from all the lands to which I banished 
them; they shall again live on their own land. 

The word of the Lord. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
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72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 

JUSTICE SHALL FLOURISH IN HIS TIME, 
AND FULLNESS OF PEACE FOR EVER. 

O God, with your judgment endow the king, 
and with your justice, the king’s son; He shall 
govern your people with justice and your 
afflicted ones with judgment.  (R.) 

For he shall rescue the poor when he cries 
out, and the afflicted when he has no one to 
help him. He shall have pity for the lowly and 
the poor; the lives of the poor he shall save. 
(R.) 

Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who 
alone does wondrous deeds. And blessed 
forever be his glorious name; may the whole 
earth be filled with his glory. (R.) 

ALLELUIA 

Alleluia, alleluia. O Leader of the House of 
Israel, giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai: 

come to rescue us with your mighty power!
Alleluia, alleluia. 

GOSPEL READING 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according 
to Matthew (1:18-25) 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came 
about.  When his mother Mary was 
betrothed to Joseph, 
but before they lived together, 
she was found with child through the Holy 
Spirit.  Joseph her husband, since he was 
a righteous man, 
yet unwilling to expose her to shame, 

decided to divorce her quietly.  
Such was his intention when, behold, 
the angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
a dream and said,  
“Joseph, son of David, 
do not be afraid to take Mary your wife 
into your home.  
For it is through the Holy Spirit 
that this child has been conceived in her.  
She will bear a son and you are to name 
him Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins.”  
All this took place to fulfill 
what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: 
Behold, the virgin shall be with child and 
bear a son, 
and they shall name him Emmanuel, 
which means “God is with us.”  
When Joseph awoke, 
he did as the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him 
and took his wife into his home.  
He had no relations with her until she 
bore a son, 
and he named him Jesus. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Homily 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

P: Our ever faithful GOD, you never failed to 
fulfill what you have promised. The history of 
salvation revealed to us how you have 
unfolded the divine plan through the 
participation of Joseph, the foster father of 
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your Son. As we offer our prayers, give us the 
faith and the courage to fulfill what we have 
promised. Our response,  

OUR FAITHFUL GOD, HEAR US. 

1. For our shepherds, to Pope Francis, the 
bishops and priests that they always be 
faithful in their commitment to live and 
preach the Gospel for the rest of their lives. 
We pray. 

2. For national and local leaders that they may 
always fulfill their commitment to serve the 
public with integrity and honesty. We pray. 

3. For all married couples that they may grow 
daily in their commitment to live as husband 
and wife, with joy and generosity with one 
another and to the community.   We pray. 

4. For all of us gathered today on this third 
day of Misa de Aguinaldo, that the Lord may 
grant the desires of our hearts as we offer our 
humble petitions. We pray. 

5.  For all our deceased brothers and sisters, 
that the Lord of mercy may welcome them 
into His eternal banquet . We pray. 

P: Our Faithful God, we commit ourselves 
today to live as true Christians in our words 
and deeds. Grant us now the grace to fulfill 
our promises to you and to one another. 
Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

O LORD, let the sacrifice to be offered 
to your name make us acceptable to 
you, that we may share in the immortal 

life of your Son, who herald our mortal 
nature by his death. 

Grant this through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

PREFACE II OF ADVENT 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

His name will be called Emmanuel, which 
means God-with-us (Mt 1:23) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. (pause) 

In this gathering of your Church, the 
living temple of your presence, may we 
find in your mercy, Lord, and so 
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approach with fitting reverence the 
coming feast  of our redemption. 

Grant this in the name of Jesus our 
Lord. Amen. 

FINAL BLESSING

Bow down for the blessing.

May God, who through the childbearing of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary willed in his great 
kindness to redeem the human race,
be pleased to enrich you with his blessing.
R. Amen.

May you know always and everywhere the 
protection of her, through whom you have 
been found worthy to receive the author of 
life. 
R. Amen.

May you, who have devoutly gathered on 
this day, carry away with you the gifts of 
spiritual joys and heavenly rewards. 
R. Amen.

And may the blessing of Almighty God,
the Father, and the Son, X and the Holy 
Spirit, come down on you and remain with 
you for ever. 
R. Amen.

Go and announce the Gospel of the 
Lord.
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