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	The	gi's	during	this	season	excite	us.	Despite	this	
pandemic,	the	virus	cannot	prevent	us	to	show	our	
love	and	affec;on	to	people	who	are	dear	to	us.	Gi'	
giving	plays	an	important	role	in	our	Christmas	
celebra;ons.	To	receive	a	gi'	also	reminds	us	of	the	
greatest	gi'	which	we	have	received	as	Chris;ans.		

This	brings	us	now	into	the	message	of	this	First	Day	
of	our	Misa	de	Aguinaldo	which	is	also	the	Na;onal	
Youth	Day.	This	calls	us	together	as	a	Church	to	
recognize	our	gi's	and	the	gi's	around	us	especially	
the	gi'	of	the	young.	

Let	us	see	the	readings	and	discover	the	gi'	that	
God	prepared	for	us.	

The	Book	of	Prophet	Isaiah	tells	us	how	the	
foreigners	came	to	believe	in	God.	The	Hebrew	
people	who	welcomed	them,	mingled	with	them	
and	made	friends	with	them,	helped	them	to	
encounter	the	One	True	God.	The	very	presence	of	
the	Hebrews	became	an	instrument	to	this	
foreigners	to	recognize	God’s	presence.	God’s	
people	became	a	gi'	to	these	foreigners	leading	
them	to	worship	God	and	give	thanks	to	God.	

This	tells	us	that	such	encounter	was	the	space	
where	those	who	did	not	believe	in	God	came	to	
believe.	These	non-believers	must	have	seen	and	
witnessed	God’s	presence	through	the	life	of	those	
who	believed	in	God.	This	reminds	us	now	that	
when	our	presence	becomes	a	gi'	to	another,	our	
presence	becomes	a	blessing.	

This	is	what	our	Psalm	expressed	today.	God	blesses	
everyone	because	God	created	everything.	
However,	God’s	blessing	will	be	more	manifested	
when	such	blessing	is	consciously	shared.	Moreover,	
as	the	Psalm	recognizes	God’s	authority	over	all	the	
na;ons,	even	those	who	do	not	belong	to	the	
chosen	people	of	God,	they	too	were	blessed.	This	
is	a	confidence	in	God	who	gathers	everyone,	
without	excep;on.	Gi's	and	blessing	from	God	are	
also	given	to	all,	without	excep;on.	

The	Psalm	reminds	us	that	each	of	us	is	being	gi'ed	
and	blessed	by	the	Lord.	Yet,	the	gi's	in	us	should	
not	remain	hidden	and	must	not	be	kept	concealed.	
The	beauty	of	the	gi'	is	when	it	is	being	shared.			

Our	Gospel	today	tells	us	about	this.	John	was	a	gi'	
to	his	childless	parents,	but	more	than	that,	John	
was	a	gi'	also	to	people	who	went	to	him,	to	seek	
the	light	and	to	seek	the	truth.	The	very	life	of	John	
was	a	gi'.		

This	is	what	Jesus	recognized	in	the	Gospel.	John’s	
life	and	his	presence	was	a	tes;mony	to	the	truth.	
He	was	a	burning	and	true	shining	lamp	for	people	
to	see	and	recognize	the	true	light.	John	led	people	
to	Jesus.	Indeed,	John’s	life	was	a	gi'	to	people	
around	him.		

More	than	John	the	Bap;st	also,	the	works	of	Jesus,	
his	miracles,	the	signs	he	performed,	were	gi's	of	
God	to	the	people	that	revealed	Jesus,	the	greatest	
gi'	we	have.	Nevertheless,	when	we	are	not	
conscious	of	the	gi's	of	God,	within	us	and	around	
us,	then,	we	become	like	those	authority	figures	
and	people	who	failed	to	recognize	the	Lord.	They	
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failed	to	recognize	Jesus	because	of	their	
indifference.	

Thus,	on	this	day,	we	are	called	to	recognize	our	
individual	gi's	and	the	gi's	around	us.	Hinaut	pa.	

	Jom	Baring,	CSsR	

INTRODUCTION 

Blessings of peace and love be upon us all, 
brothers and sisters. On this First day of our 
Misa de Aguinaldo, we prepare our hearts in 
joyful expectation to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus, our Lord. We offer this mass as we 
journey with Mary, the Mother of God. 

Today is also National Youth Day which calls 
us and reminds us to recognize the gift of our 
young people in the Church, that with them, 
we may celebrate joyfully the gifts God has 
bestowed upon us. Let us now all stand and 
sing our praises to God. 

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Hear the word of the Lord, O nations; declare it to 
the distant lands: behold, our Savior will come; you 
need no longer fear. (cf Her 31:10, Is 35:4) 

PENITENTIAL ACT

Gloria is sung or recited. 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace to people of good will. We praise 
you, we bless you, we adore you, we 
glorify you, we give you thanks for your 
great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O 
God, Almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Begotten son, Lord God, lamb of God, 
son of the Father, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us; you take 
away the sins of the world, receive our 
prayer; you are seated at the right hand of 
the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone 
are the holy one, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 

COLLECT 

Let us pray. (pause) 

Let your tireless grace company us, 
LORD GOD, let us go before us and 
follow after, that in union with the 
Blessed Virgin Mary we who long for 
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the coming of your Son may be 
sustained by your love in this life and in 
the life to come. 

Grant this through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

FIRST READING 

A Reading from Book of Prophet Isaiah  
( 56:1-3a, 6-8) 

Thus says the LORD: Observe what is right, 
do what is just; for my salvation is about to 
come, my justice, about to be revealed. 
Blessed is the man who does this, the son of 
man who holds to it; who keeps the sabbath 
free from profanation and his hand from any 
evildoing. Let not the foreigner say, when he 
would join himself to the Lord, “The Lord will 
surely exclude me from his people.” 

The foreigners who join themselves to the 
Lord, ministering to him, loving the name of 
the Lord, and becoming his servants - all who 
keep the sabbath free from profanation and 
hold to my covenant, them I will bring to my 
holy mountain and make joyful in my house of 
prayer; their burnt offerings and sacrifices will 
be acceptable on my altar, for my house shall 
be called a house of prayer for all people. 
Thus says the LORD GOD, who gathers the 
dispersed of Israel: Others will I gather to him 
besides those already gathered. 

The word of the Lord. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

67:2-3, 5,7-8 

O GOD, LET ALL THE NATIONS PRAISE 
YOU! 

May GOD have pity on us and bless us; may 
he let his face shine upon us. So may your 
ways be known upon earth; among all 
nations, your salvation. (R.) 

May the nation’s be glad and exult because 
you rule the peoples in equity; the nations on 
the earth you guide. (R.) 

The earth has yielded its fruits; GOD, our 
GOD, has blessed us. May GOD bless us, and 
may all the ends of the earth fear him! (R.) 

ALLELUIA 

Alleluia, alleluia. Come, LORD, bring us your 
peace that we may rejoice before you with a 

perfect heart. Alleluia, alleluia. 

GOSPEL READING 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according 
to John (5:33-36 ) 

Jesus said the the Jews: “You sent 
emissaries to John, and he testified to the 
truth. I do not accept testimony from a 
human being, but I say this so that you 
may be saved. John was a burning and 
shining lamp, and for a while you were 
content to rejoice in his light. But I have 
testimony greater than John’s. The works 
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the Father gave me to accomplish, these 
works that I perform testify on my behalf 
that the Father has sent me.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Homily 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

P: Loving GOD, as we wait for the coming of 
your son, announced by John the Baptist, 
renew now our hearts that we may long more 
of his presence and prepare ourselves with 
greater confidence as we now express our 
prayers. 

COME, LORD JESUS AND HEAR OUR 
PRAYERS. 

1. For Pope Francis, the Bishops, priests and 
deacons, that through their presence as 
shepherds in our Church, the young may find 
inspiration, comfort and love through their 
leadership and way of life. We pray. 

2. For Government leaders, that they may 
develop and enact laws that will protect and 
nurture the young and that through them 
inspire new honest and dedicated young 
leaders. We pray. 

3. For our families especially those tainted by 
brokenness, unfaithfulness and trauma may 
be healed so that the young may still find 
assurance of love and support in our 
wounded families. We pray. 

4. For all the young people in the world, that 

they may always have the courage to 
recognize their gifts and become gifts in their 
own communities. We pray. 

5. For all of us gathered today on this first day 
of Misa de Aguinaldo, that we may be filled 
with faith and courage to express truly our 
belief in him who is to come through our 
kindness and generosity. We pray. 

6.  For all the faithful departed that they may 
all inherit God’s promise of eternal life in 
heaven and become our powerful 
intercessors on earth. We pray. 

P: God our Father, as you sent John the 
Baptist to announce the coming of your Son, 
grant us the courage to become heralds, so 
that we too may become gifts to others and 
witnesses of your wonders. Through Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

GOD our strength, in you is our hope of 
salvation. As we present these gifts, 
renew our joy within us and make us a 
living sacrifice of praise. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, our 
Lord. Amen. 

PREFACE II OF ADVENT 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

Come, O Lord, visit us in peace that we may 
rejoice before you with a blameless heart. (cf. 
Ps 106:4-5; Is 38:3) 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. (pause) 

O GOD, we have received in word and 
sacrament the One whose coming John 
the Baptist so urgently announced. By 
the presence of Christ among us, 
reform our lives and give us courage to 
announce in the world that your 
kingdom is near. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

FINAL BLESSING

Bow down for the blessing.

May God, who through the childbearing of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary willed in his great 
kindness to redeem the human race,
be pleased to enrich you with his blessing.
R. Amen.

May you know always and everywhere the 
protection of her, through whom you have 
been found worthy to receive the author of 
life. 
R. Amen.

May you, who have devoutly gathered on 
this day, carry away with you the gifts of 
spiritual joys and heavenly rewards. 
R. Amen.

And may the blessing of Almighty God,
the Father, and the Son, X and the Holy 
Spirit, come down on you and remain with 

you for ever. 
R. Amen.

Go and announce the Gospel of the 
Lord.

REDEMPTORIST 
MISSIONARIES 

who are also present on 
Facebook 

You have a TEXT by Fr Glenn Tito Pascual, 
CSsR (https://www.facebook.com/You-have-a-
TEXT-122192125083779)
You have a GIFT by Bro. Bonn Barreto, 
CSsR (https://www.facebook.com/
youhaveagiftpage)
Generic Thoughts by Rev. Eric Sevencruz, 
CSsR (https://www.facebook.com/
igenericthoughts)

EdWord by Fr. Edward Pandaan, CSsR 
(https://www.facebook.com/edWordcssr)
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