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How	Advent	is	a	season	of	“Joyful	Wai5ng.”	It	
is	a	joyful	hope	that	li=s	our	spirits.	With	this	
first	Sunday	of	Advent,	we	also	begin	the	new	
year	in	our	Church’s	(Liturgical)	Calendar.	
However,	I	cannot	help	but	recall	the	past	
year.	As	the	new	year	Liturgical	year	started	in	
December	2019,	we	already	have	experienced	
frightening	calami5es.	Earthquakes	terrified	
par5cularly	the	Central	and	Southern	
Mindanao.	Quakes	con5nued	for	weeks	that	
le=	thousands	of	people	trauma5zed	and	
terrified.	Then,	Taal	erupted	and	brought	
great	damages	in	its	neighboring	provinces.	
Then,	Covid-19	came	and	brought	fear	to	us	
un5l	now.	And	just	recently,	typhoons	hit	our	
country	that	greatly	affected	our	brothers	and	
sisters	in	the	Northern	Philippines.		

From	all	of	these,	we	saw	images	in	the	news	and	in	
social	media	sites	how	millions	of	people	were	
wai5ng	to	be	rescued.	Un5l	now,	all	of	us	are	
wai5ng	to	be	rescued.	The	typhoon	Rolly	and	
Ulysses	par5cularly	caused	people	to	climb	to	their	
roofs	because	of	the	floods.	Those	frightening	
situa5ons	le=	our	brothers	and	sisters	at	the	mercy	
of	rescuers.	

We	could	just	imagine,	that	if	we	too	are	in	their	
situa5on,	it	would	be	very	difficult	not	to	give	in	to	
despair.	There	was	so	much	hopelessness	that	we	
have	experienced.	Is	there	something	to	wait	
joyfully	then?	Is	there	something	to	wait	joyfully	
now?		

On	a	personal	level,	many	individuals	also	struggle	
to	live	because	of	personal	and	deep-seated	issues.	
Many	young	people	have	succumbed	to	depression	
that	led	to	suicidal	abempts	and	ul5mately	led	to	
the	end	of	their	lives.	Many	are	desperate	because	
of	their	addic5ons,	because	of	broken	and	abusive	
rela5onships	where	they	are	trapped.	Many	felt	
hopeless	because	of	their	guilt	and	shame,	believing	
that	they	cannot	be	forgiven.	

In	one	way	or	another,	we	are	all	wai5ng	to	be	
rescued.	What	the	Psalm	has	proclaimed	today,	is	
echoing	into	our	hearts,	“Let	us	see	your	face,	O	
Lord,	and	we	shall	be	saved.”	Thus,	despite	the	
frightening,	terrifying	experiences	we	have,	despite	
our	despera5on,	we	long	and	we	cry	deep	within	
that	God	may	show	His	face	to	us,	so	that	we	will	be	
saved	from	so	much	despair	and	suffering.	This	
Psalm	really	expressed	this	hope.	This	was	wriben	
during	the	5me	of	destruc5on	and	cap5vity	of	
Israel.	People	became	miserable	and	desperate	
because	their	enemies	brought	darkness	into	their	
lives.		

Yet,	their	hope	for	salva5on	was	relentless.	In	the	
same	way,	Prophet	Isaiah,	in	our	first	reading	also	
expressed	this	persistent	hope	for	salva5on	in	the	
midst	so	much	misery.	In	his	despera5on,	he	even	
sounded	to	blame	God	saying,	“Why	do	you	let	us	
wander,	O	Lord?	Return	for	the	sake	of	your	
servants.”	With	the	people,	Isaiah	conveyed	the	
feeling	of	being	abandoned	by	the	Lord	because	of	
the	guilt	that	they	were	carrying.		

Isaiah	expressed	the	shame	and	guilt	of	the	people’s	
stubborn	heart,	rejec5ng	and	killing	God’s	prophets.	
Their	leaders	and	the	par5cipa5on	of	the	people	of	
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a	systemic	corrup5on	of	life,	made	Isaiah	to	
proclaim,	“you	have	hidden	your	face	from	us,	O	
LORD,	and	have	delivered	us	up	to	our	guilt.”	Isaiah	
knew	this	very	well.	It	was	indeed	very	easy	to	fall	
into	hopelessness	and	total	in	misery	in	life.		

However,	Isaiah	also	expressed	in	behalf	of	the	
people,	and	in	behalf	of	all	of	us	today,	he	said,	
“Yet,	O	Lord,	you	are	our	Father.”	In	the	midst	of	
hopelessness,	Isaiah	recognized	God	and	affirmed	
his	confidence	to	God,	our	Father,	who	will	never	
ever	abandon	us.	This,	indeed,	is	a	relentless	hope.	

In	the	same	way,	Paul	expressed	in	his	first	leber	to	
the	Corinthians,	his	gra5tude	for	the	grace	of	God	
bestowed	on	the	people,	and	also	reminded	them	
that	“God	is	faithful.”	Yes,	God	is	faithful	and	
cannot	deny	us	and	will	not	break	the	promise	to	
be	with	us.	

God	con5nues	to	be	present	with	us	in	every	
moment	of	our	life.	God	blesses	us	with	His	
presence	even	in	our	most	difficult	and	desperate	
moments.	This	is	what	keeps	us	now	to	remain	
hopeful.	And	the	first	candle	that	we	lighted	on	this	
First	Sunday	of	Advent	reminds	us	of	this	hope.	
Indeed,	the	candle	is	called	a	“candle	of	hope.”	
However,	today	this	surely	has	become	a	“candle	of	
our	relentless	hope.”	

This	relentless	hope	keeps	us	alive	and	keeps	us	
burning	in	our	desire	to	be	rescued	by	the	Lord	in	
whatever	difficult	and	misery	we	are	experiencing	
today.	Hence,	as	Jesus	told	his	disciples,	Jesus	also	
says	to	us	today,	“Be	watchful!	Be	alert!”	Jesus	
wants	us	to	be	always	watchful,	alert	and	aben5ve	
to	his	constant	revela5ons	for	us	and	aben5ve	to	
his	silent	revela5ons	in	us.	To	be	watchful	and	alert	
is	not	a	mere	warning	of	the	dangers	that	may	
come,	it	is	also	an	invita5on	to	have	a	heightened	
awareness	of	God’s	presence	in	our	life	and	in	the	
lives	of	others.	

We	are	a	people	who	long	to	see	the	face	of	God,	
who	long	to	feel	His	loving	and	comfor5ng	
presence	in	our	life.	Yet,	let	us	also	realize	that	
though	we	long	for	God,	God	longs	for	us	all	the	
more.	Jesus	would	surely	come	and	rescue	us	
where	we	are	at	this	very	moment.	

Thus,	on	this	first	day	of	Advent,	we	are	all	invited	

to	relentlessly	hope	as	we	remain	watchful	of	God’s	
presence	in	our	life	and	through	the	life	of	our	
brothers	and	sisters.	Hinaut	pa.	

		Jom	Baring,	CSsR	

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

To you, I lift up my soul, o my god. in you, i have 
trusted; let me not be put to shame. Nor let my 
enemies exult over me; and let none who hope in 
you be put to shame. (cf. Ps 25 (24): 1-3) 

PENITENTIAL ACT

The Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the 
highest) is not said.
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INTRODUCTION 

A blessed Sunday brothers and sisters. Today, the 
Church changes into a new liturgical calendar 
and begins the First Sunday of Advent.  

The Season of Advent is a joyful season of 
waiting of the Lord’s coming. Yet, our present 
realities drag us to fear and desperation. Thus, let 
us all celebrate and begin the Season of Advent 
to discern as a community God’s invitation for us 
today.  

Let us all stand and sing our praise to God. 
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COLLECT 

Let us pray. (pause) 

Grant your faithful, we pray, Almighty God, 
the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ 
with righteous deeds at his coming, so 
that, gathered at his right hand, they may 
be worthy to possess the heavenly 
Kingdom. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

FIRST READING 

A Reading from Book of Prophet Isaiah 
(63:16B-17, 19B; 64:2-7) 

You, LORD, are our father, our redeemer you are 
named forever. Why do you let us wander, O 
LORD, from your ways, and harden our hearts so 
that we fear you not? Return for the sake of your 
servants, the tribes of your heritage. Oh, that you 
would rend the heavens and come down, with the 
mountains quaking before you, while you 
wrought awesome deeds we could not hope for, 
such as they had not heard of from of old. No ear 
has ever heard, no eye ever seen, any God but 
you doing such deeds for those who wait for him. 
Would that you might meet us doing right, that 
we were mindful of you in our ways! Behold, you 
are angry, and we are sinful; all of us have 
become like unclean people, all our good deeds 
are like polluted rags; we have all withered like 
leaves, and our guilt carries us away like the wind. 
There is none who calls upon your name, who 
rouses himself to cling to you; for you have

hidden your face from us and have delivered us up 
to our guilt. Yet, O LORD, you are our father; we 
are the clay and you the potter: we are all the work 
of your hands. 

The word of the Lord. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 

LORD, MAKE US TURN TO YOU; LET US SEE 
YOUR FACE AND WE SHALL BE SAVED. 

O shepherd of Israel, hearken, from your throne 
upon the cherubim, shine forth. Rouse your power, 
and come to save us. (R.) 

Once again, O LORD of hosts, look down from 
heaven, and see; take care of this vine, and protect 
what your right hand has planted the son of man 
whom you yourself made strong.(R.) 

May your help be with the man of your right hand, 
with the son of man whom you yourself made 
strong. Then we will no more withdraw from you; 
give us new life, and we will call upon your name. 
(R.) 

SECOND READING 

A Reading from the First Letter of St Paul to the 
Corinthians (1 COR 1:3-9) 

Brothers and sisters: Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give 
thanks to my God always on your account for the 
grace of God bestowed on you in Christ Jesus, 
that in him you were enriched in every way, with all 
discourse and all knowledge, as the testimony to 
Christ was confirmed among you, so that you are 
not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for  
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PROFESSION OF FAITH 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only son, 

our Lord,

 at the words that follow, up to and including the 
virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he 
descended into hell; on the third day he rose again 

from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father 

almighty; from there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 
everlasting. Amen.
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the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He will keep you firm to the end, 
irreproachable on the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. God is faithful, and by him you were called 
to fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The word of the Lord. 

ALLELUIA 

Alleluia, alleluia. Show us Lord, your love; and 
grant us your salvation. Alleluia, alleluia. (PS 85:8) 

GOSPEL READING 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
Mark (13:33-37) 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
“Be watchful! Be alert! 
You do not know when the time will come. 
It is like a man traveling abroad. 
He leaves home and places his servants in 
charge, 
each with his own work, 
and orders the gatekeeper to be on the 
watch. 
Watch, therefore; 
you do not know when the Lord of the house 
is coming, 
whether in the evening, or at midnight, 
or at cockcrow, or in the morning. 
May he not come suddenly and find you 
sleeping. 
What I say to you, I say to all: ‘Watch!’” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Homily

#RedemptoristMissionaries  
#PlentifulRedemption
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P: God our Father, as we prepare ourselves 
for the coming of your Son, Jesus, strengthen 
our faith and renew in our hearts the hope to 
see your face among our brothers and sisters. 
May this celebration of the Season of Advent 
brings us all into the joy of being with you 
and with one another. We ask this through 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Accept, we pray, O Lord, these 
offerings we make, gathered from 
among your gifts to us, and may what 
you grant us to celebrate devoutly here 
below gain for us the prize of eternal 
redemption. Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

You have a TEXT by Fr Glenn Tito Pascual, 
CSsR (https://www.facebook.com/You-have-a-
TEXT-122192125083779)

You have a GIFT by Bro. Bonn Barreto, 
CSsR (https://www.facebook.com/
youhaveagiftpage)

Generic Thoughts by Rev. Eric Sevencruz, 
CSsR (https://www.facebook.com/
igenericthoughts)

EdWord by Fr. Edward Pandaan, CSsR 
(https://www.facebook.com/edWordcssr) 
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PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

P: Jesus calls us to be watchful and to be alert 
at all times. Indeed, God comes to rescue us 
and to save us. Let us now express to God the 
desires of our hearts as we begin the Season of 
Advent with much hope. Let our response be. 

COME, LORD JESUS. 

1. For the Church. That Pope Francis, the 
bishops and priests may always be watchful 
and alert of God’s invitations and lead us all as 
a Christian community to response in faith and 
joy. We pray. 

2. For our country. That our Government 
leaders may become instruments of change 
and renewal through their sincere, honest and 
transparent leadership. We pray. 

3. For all those who are suffering from 
calamities and disasters. That the Lord may 
come to their rescue and comfort them through 
the help and presence of our community. We 
pray. 

4. For all those are who struggling with 
personal issues, with shame and guilt because 
of sin. That they may have the courage to come 
near to the Lord and accept God’s embrace of 
mercy through the sacraments . We pray. 

5. For all of us. That as we prepare ourselves in 
this Season of Advent, may our celebration 
bring us new hope and renewed faith to live as 
Christians today. We pray. 

6. For all of those who have died. That in God’s 
mercy and compassion, they may be welcomed 
to eternal peace and joy in heaven. We pray. 

Follow us on Facebook
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FINAL BLESSING

Bow down for the blessing.

May the almighty and merciful God,
by whose grace you have placed your faith
in the First Coming of his only Begotten son 
and yearn for his coming again
sanctify you by the radiance of Christ’s advent 
and enrich you with his blessing.
R. Amen.

As you run the race of this present life, may he 
make you firm in faith,
joyful in hope and active in charity.
R. Amen.

So that, rejoicing now with devotion
at the Redeemer’s coming in the flesh,
you may be endowed with the rich reward of 
eternal life when he comes again in majesty.
R. Amen.

And may the blessing of Almighty God, 
the Father, and the Son,    X and the Holy
Spirit, come down on you and remain with you 
for ever. 
R. Amen.

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by 
your life.
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COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

The Lord sits as King for ever. The Lord will 
bless his people with peace. (PS 29 (28): 10-11) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. (pause) 

May these mysteries, O Lord, in which 
we have participated, profit us, we pray, 
for even now, as we walk amid passing 
things, you teach us by them to love the 
things of heaven and hold fast to what 
endures.  

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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