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INTRODUCTION 

Brothers and sisters, on this 28th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time, our liturgical readings remind us 
of the wedding feast in heaven. God invites and 
desires that we join in this heavenly banquet. 
Isaiah spoke of this where all peoples are called 
to partake. Jesus gave the parable of the 
wedding feast to tell us too of this desire of God 
to invite us. Thus, Paul affirmed that, indeed, God 
supplies our needs through the riches in Jesus 
our Lord. 

Today, we also remember as we celebrate the 
Indigenous Peoples’ Sunday and Extreme 
Poverty Day. May this Eucharistic celebration 
move us to share our presence and resources to 
our brothers and sisters who are poor and hungry 
in many ways. 
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

If you, o Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, 
who could stand? but with you is found 
forgiveness, O God of Israel. (PS 130 (129): 
3-4) 

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES

PENITENTIAL ACT

Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace to people of good 
will. We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, we 
give you thanks for your great 
glory, Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, Almighty Father. Lord 
Jesus Christ, only Begotten son, 
Lord God, lamb of God, son of 
the Father, you take away the 
sins of the world, have mercy on 
us; you take away the sins of the 
world, receive our prayer; you 
are seated at the right hand of 
the Father, have mercy on us. For 
you alone are the holy one, you 
alone are the Lord, you alone are 
the most high, Jesus Christ, with 
the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 
God the Father. Amen.
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A friend of mine once posted of his Facebook 
account his thoughts, he said, “I am so tired of 
searching for God.” From his post, I seemed to 
feel that God seemed not to be found. He was 
searching for God as he said he felt empty 
within, he felt that he could not find joy. And God 
seemed to have lost his way! 

How could that be possible? That was what I 
thought when he said that God seemed not to 
be found! I heard this many times not just to that 
friend of mine. We have this belief that it is us 
who are searching for God, it is us who has been 
looking for Him, yet, at the end, we surrender 
because we have never found God in our life.  

The difficulty lies in the fact that we have been 
looking and searching for something or 
someone that has never been lost. And it is very 
true with God. God has never lost his way. God 
stays with us and is always with us. Yet, a point in 
our life we claim that we were looking for him 
and did not find him. 

Yes, we naturally look and search for something 
or someone that we have lost. But how could we 
find something if it is not lost after all? In fact, our 
search for God is useless because we tend to 
search God outside instead of recognizing Him 
in our very life. 

The parable that we have heard presents to us an 
image of God that Jesus wants to show to us 
today. It was the King who had the initiative to 
invite people. He sent his servants to summon 
the invited guests not just once but twice so that 
the invited guests may also share in that joyful 
celebration. Prophet Isaiah also mentioned about 
this joyful feast in our first reading. The prophet 
described to us that promise of Yahweh of 
having a big celebration, the greatest party of all 
parties. That feast was an invitation meant for 
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COLLECT 

May your grace, O Lord, we pray, 
at all times go before us and 
follow after and make us always 
determined to carry out good 
works.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

FIRST READING 

A Reading from Book of the 
Prophet Isaiah (25:6-10a) 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts 
will provide for all peoples a feast of 
rich food and choice wines, juicy, 
rich food and pure, choice wines. 
On this mountain he will destroy the 
veil that veils all peoples, the web 
that is woven over all nations; he 
will destroy death forever. The Lord 
GOD will wipe away the tears from 
every face; the reproach of his 
people he will remove from the 
whole earth; for the LORD has 
spoken. On that day it will be said: 
""Behold our God, to whom we 
looked to save us! This is the LORD 
for whom we looked; let us rejoice 
and be glad that he has saved us!”" 
For the hand of the LORD will rest 
on this mountain. 

The word of the Lord.
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everyone. It would be a joyful one.  

But then those people refused and ignored that 
wonderful invitation. And their reasons? They 
had other priorities. That invitation was rejected 
because it was not considered as something 
important. What they did was actually an insult to 
the King. 

This parable is reminding us of our passive and 
complacent attitudes towards the many 
invitations of God.  God invites us first to be with 
Him, to join with Him and enjoy His abiding 
presence in our sacraments, here in our liturgy 
and in our daily prayers, etc. but then, we find 
ourselves also to have many excuses. We claim 
that we have been so busy with life and work and 
we have been bombarded by personal and 
family problems, consequently, God remains the 
least priority. 

But then, Jesus is teaching us of an image of 
God who invites us, who asks and proposes to us 
not just once but in every opportunity of our life. 
God invites us to be with him and to trust in him 
not just in times of sorrows and pain but also in 
times of joy and laughter, and even in the most 
ordinary times. 

And this is the truth; it is God who has been 
searching and inviting us. He has been looking 
for us and he patiently waits for us to allow him 
to find us. Yes, it is actually God who always 
initiates. God takes the risk of being rejected. But 
though he has been rejected many times he 
never lost his confidence to invite us again and 
again. God always searches for the human heart 
and once he has found us he invites us to come 
to him. 

Thus, we don’t search for God because it is Him 
who has been searching for us. We are not the 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

23:1-3A, 3B-4, 5, 6  

I SHALL LIVE IN THE HOUSE OF THE 
LORD ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE. 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
In verdant pastures he gives me repose; 
beside restful waters he leads me; he 
refreshes my soul. (R.) 

He guides me in right paths for his name's 
sake. Even though I walk in the dark valley 
I fear no evil; for you are at my side with 
your rod and your staff that give me 
courage. (R.) 

You spread the table before me in the 
sight of my foes; you anoint my head with 
oil; my cup overflows. (R.) 

Only goodness and kindness follow me all 
the days of my life; and I shall dwell in the 
house of the LORD for years to come. (R.) 

#RedemptoristMissionaries 
#PlentifulRedemption
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first one to invite him to come to us because he 
first invited us to be with him. This is the call for 
us now this Sunday, to allow God to search for us 
and to allow him to invite us. It is in this attitude 
that we will be able to listen to his many 
invitations and will inspire us to say YES to him. 
To say Yes and to affirm his invitation to 
recognize his presence in our life and with 
others. And when we are able to recognize him, 
then we will truly be joyful, our hearts will surely 
be filled with joy and contentment, with 
confidence and love. Hinaut pa. 

	 	 	 	 Jom	Baring,	CSsR	

GOSPEL READING 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel 
according to Matthew (22:1-10) 

Jesus again in reply spoke to the chief 
priests and elders of the people in parables, 
saying, ""The kingdom of heaven may be 
likened to a king who gave a wedding feast 
for his son. He dispatched his servants to 
summon the invited guests to the feast, but 
they refused to come. A second time he sent 
other servants, saying, 'Tell those invited: 
""Behold, I have prepared my banquet, my 
calves and fattened cattle are killed, and 
everything is ready; come to the feast.”"’ 
Some ignored the invitation and went away, 
one to his farm, another to his business.  The 
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SECOND READING 

A Reading from the Letter of St 
Paul to the Philippians (4:12-14, 
19-20) 

Brothers and sisters: I know how to 
live in humble circumstances; 
I know also how to live with 
abundance. In every circumstance 
and in all things I have learned the 
secret of being well fed and of 
going hungry, of living in 
abundance and of being in need.  I 
can do all things in him who 
strengthens me.  Still, it was kind of 
you to share in my distress.  

My God will fully supply whatever 
you need, in accord with his 
glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 
To our God and Father, glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The word of the Lord. 

ALLELUIA 

Alleluia, alleluia. May the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the 
eyes of our hearts, so that we may 

know what is the hope that belongs 
to our call. Alleluia, alleluia. 

(Eph 1:17-18)
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rest laid hold of his servants, mistreated 
them, and killed them.  The king was 
enraged and sent his troops, destroyed 
those murderers, and burned their city.  
Then he said to his servants, 'The feast is 
ready, but those who were invited were not 
worthy to come.  Go out, therefore, into the 
main roads and invite to the feast whomever 
you find.’ The servants went out into the 
streets and gathered all they found, bad and 
good alike, and the hall was filled with 
guests."" 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Homily 

 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

P: We have all gathered here, brothers and 
sisters, to celebrate the mysteries of our 
redemption; let us therefore ask almighty 
God that the whole world may be watered 
from these springs of all blessing and life. 

Loving God, grant our prayers. 

1. For Pope Francis and our Bishop, all the 
clergy and religious that they may faithfully 
keep their resolve to love and serve the 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, and in 
Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord,

 at the words that follow, up to and 
including the virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried; he descended into hell; on 

the third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven, and is 

seated at the right hand of God the 
Father almighty; from there he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy 
Catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and life 

everlasting. Amen.

Fb Page: @adoseofgodtoday
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Church, we pray. 

2. For our government leaders that they may 
respond well to the needs of all the citizens 
especially in defending the rights of the 
Indigenous peoples, we pray. 

3. For those who are suffering from hunger 
in body and in spirit, that the Lord may 
satisfy them and their heart through the 
concern and generosity of our community, 
we pray. 

4. For ourselves gathered today, that, as God 
does not cease to sustain us with the things 
of this life, we may know to use them in such 
a way that we may hold even now to the 
things that endure for ever, we pray. 

5. For our departed brethren, that the face of 
Christ shine perpetually on them and bring 
them into eternal peace, we pray.  

P: May your mercy, we pray you, O Lord, be 
with your people who cry to you, so that 
what they seek at your prompting  
they may obtain by your ready generosity. 
Through Christ our lord. Amen. 
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PRAYER OVER THE 
OFFERINGS 

Accept, O Lord, the prayers of 
your faithful with the sacrificial 
offerings, that, through these acts 
of devotedness, we may pass over 
to the glory of heaven. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

COMMUNION 
ANTIPHON 

When the Lord appears, we shall be like 
him, for we shall see him as he is. (1 Jn 
3: 2) 

PRAYER AFTER 
COMMUNION 

We entreat your majesty most 
humbly, O Lord, that, as you feed 
us with the nourishment which 
comes from the most holy Body 
and Blood of your Son, so you may 
make us sharers of his divine 
nature. 

Who lives and reigns for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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You have a TEXT by Fr Glenn Tito Pascual, 
CSsR (https://www.facebook.com/You-have-a-
TEXT-122192125083779)

You have a GIFT by Bro. Bonn Barreto, CSsR 
(https://www.facebook.com/youhaveagiftpage)

Generic Thoughts by Rev. Eric Sevencruz, 
CSsR (https://www.facebook.com/igenericthoughts)

EdWord by Fr. Edward Pandaan, CSsR (https://
www.facebook.com/edWordcssr)
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REDEMPTORIST MISSIONARIES 
who are also present on Facebook

FINAL BLESSING

Bow down for the blessing.

May your people receive your holy 
blessing, O Lord, we pray,
and, by that gift,
spurn all that would harm them
and obtain what they desire. Through 
Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

And may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the Son,    X and the 
Holy Spirit, come down on you and 
remain with you for ever. 
R. Amen.

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord 
by your life.
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